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Ps 51:17
Prayer

Ps 51:17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart

NIV

There is often a great deal of pain and hurt among Christians.  Some are confused, brokenhearted, and often bitter who now find their spiritual lives in shambles and are looking for even the slightest word of hope and comfort.
This is the story in two parts.  In part 1 we meet an older king, Saul, and a young shepherd boy named David.  In part 2, we will once again meet an older king and a young man.  But this time the older king is David and the young man is Absalom, his son.  This story is about submission and authority within the kingdom of God.
Part 1

The story begins in Bethlehem in a family of eight boys.  The youngest grazes the family’s flock of sheep in the mountains.  He always carries a sling and a small guitarlike instrument.  Over the long weeks spent in the mountains, he played his harp and often sang.  At other times he gathered piles of rocks and swung them at a distant tree.  This shepherd-singer-slinger also loved his Lord.  At night, he would sing hymns and break out in praise.  They would become a healing balm to brokenhearted men and women in every age to come.
God determined that that this young boy’s heart was purer than any other in Israel and anointed him to be king!  However, he was not led into royalty, but into the school of brokenness.  He eventually found himself in the palace of a mad king.  He learned many lessons there.

He played his harp and sang to the mad king.  Everyone stopped to listen when David played his harp, but the king became jealous.  Saul was threatened by David, knowing that he may become king someday.  David’s pain was about to begin.  God wanted a broken vessel, a broken heart.  Saul didn’t let God decide what kingdoms survive what threats.  The mad king did what all mad kings do: throw spears.  Kings have that right, to throw spears.  Even if you king is God’s anointed, and if he throws spears, you can know that your king is mad, a king after the order of King Saul.
There are very few men and women in God’s school of brokenness.  Why?  Because they must suffer pain.  God had anointed King Saul as the pain-giver.  David submitted to this divine, ordained life of hell.

What do you do when someone throws a spear at you?  Throw it back, of course!  You are courageous, standing for the right, tough, defender of the faith!  However, David didn’t know that rule.  If you throw spears, you are after the order of King Saul.  And maybe quite mad.

He learned three things: 1) Don’t learn how to throw spears, 2) Stay out of the company of spear throwers, and 3) keep your mouth tightly closed.
So your king is mad.  He may be your spouse or boss or close friend.  What do you do?  You get stabbed to death.  But don’t look at the King Saul over you.  God is looking at another King Saul, the one in you.  You, too, have a King Saul in you.  He must be annihilated.  David would have grown up to become King Saul II, except that God cut away the Saul in his heart.  It took years of pain.  It almost destroyed David himself, but this had to be.  Otherwise, the Saul in him would have survived.  David accepted this fate and lifted no hand against King Saul.

When David left, he did not lift a hand against Saul.  He did not split the kingdom when he made his departure.  He did not take part of the population with him.  He left alone.  There’s only one way to leave a kingdom: all alone.  He lived in caves and sang and cried.  David became the greatest hymn writer and the greatest comforter of broken hearts this world would ever know.  By heaven’s measure, he was a broken man.
Others left the kingdom and joined David.  His kingship was born.  Once Joab, his commander, asked David to kill King Saul, but David replied, “Better he kill me than I learn his ways, better he kill me than I become as he is.  I will not throw spears or allow hatred to grow in my heart.  I will not avenge.  I will not destroy the Lord’s anointed.”
Saul was anointed of God, deliverer of Israel, one of the greatest figures of human history, a farm boy from a good family, tall, good-looking, and well-liked, baptized into the Spirit of God, grandson of Abraham, Jacob, and Moses, the king who united the Israelites into a kingdom, won battles in the power of God, defeated the enemy again and again.  He was God’s anointed, but he was also eaten with jealousy, filled with self-importance.  Are these motives in your heart?  Sometimes God’s anointed throw spears, hate other people, plot to kill, and even consult witches.
Part 2

A few years later when King David was Saul’s age when he tried to kill David, King David’s very handsome son Absalom stood at the city gate and discussed problem after problem with men, hearing their complaints.  More and more came to Absalom for his wisdom and counsel.  He stole their hearts.  Then they wanted him to become king.  And he wanted to become king.  Rebellion was in his heart.
David knew this.  David could lose everything, or be a Saul.  He could stop Absalom.  He needed only be a Saul.  When he was young, he never challenged Saul.  Even so, Saul was evil toward David and made his life a torture.  David had left the kingdom.  Now, when he is king, he determined to do nothing about this young Absalom’s attempt to take his kingdom.
David seemed to have a gift for making old men and young men hate him without a cause.

If David tried to stop Absalom, he would be like Saul.  But David was forever the brokenhearted shepherd boy.  He was David in his youth and in his old age.  He thought again that it is better to be defeated, even killed, than to learn the ways of Saul.  He would not throw spears or plot and divide and kill men’s spirits to protect his empire.  It was not his responsibility to take or keep the kingdom.  His God could protect and kept the kingdom.  It was God’s kingdom.  He would leave the destiny of this kingdom to God.
David did not throw spears at Absalom, who looked like David when he was young.  Instead, he was willing to suffer, to lose everything, to give God a free hand to end and even destroy the kingdom, if it pleased Him.  David was an example to us all.

I have always had a problem understanding why God could say that David was a man after his own heart.  This story is but one example that our Lord has left us which demonstrates David’s heart.

Many Christians have experienced pain, loss, and heartache at the hands of other believers.  This story offers comfort, healing, and hope.  My prayer is that you may somehow recover and go on to Him who gives freedom.  May you be so utterly healed that you will still answer the call of Him who asks for all, because he is all.
