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Not “May my will be your will”, but “May your will be my will”

Acts 18:18-21

Paul stayed on in Corinth for some time.  Then he left the brothers and sailed for Syria, accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila.  Before he sailed, he had his hair cut off at Cenchrea because of a vow he had taken.  They arrived at Ephesus, where Paul left Priscilla and Aquila.  He himself went into the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews.  When they asked him to spend more time with them, he declined.  But as he left, he promised, "I will come back if it is God's will.”  Then he set sail from Ephesus.

We do not always know God’s specific will in our lives.  Paul didn’t.  Oh, we act as we do.  For example, I know that most people who say that they prayed about buying a new car ended up buying the new car.  When I bought my new truck, I didn’t ask God what His will was.  But after I bought it, I gave Him thanks for it.
Being Safe

When I retired 10 years ago, I pretty well had my life all figured out.  I had a retirement to live on, owned a house, had a wife of now going on 41 years, two children who were functioning independently of Carol and me, and plans to cut and burn Cedar.  But I’m not sure that God really wants any one of us to be safe.  To prove my point, I’d like to do a survey of the Bible from beginning to end and look at some characters who were safe in their own little world – that is, until God interrupted their lives and called them into His will.
Noah was a preacher of righteousness for 120 years and safe.  You see, the wickedness of the human race had provoked the wrath of God and He resolved to destroy the human race, but He gave Noah 120 years to preach to turn them from their evil ways, to bring the people to repentance.  Then God revealed His will to Noah and called on him to become a carpenter and ship builder for the next 81 years.
Abraham was from Ur of the Caldeas in Southeastern Iraq, and descendant in the ninth generation from Shem, the son of Noah.  He was a rich man and safe.  Then God revealed His will to Abraham.  "Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your father's house, to the land which I will show you"  He left his family and departed, taking with him Lot, probably regarded as his heir, and all his belongings, to go "not knowing where he was going.”
Joseph: The oldest son of Jacob and Rachel was Joseph.  He was his father’s favorite and his father made him a coat of many colors to wear around the house.  He was safe, enjoying life.  Then God interfered with his life.  He was sold as a slave and spent the rest of his life in Egypt.  Only God’s plan was for him to become the prime minister.  But this occurred after 12 years in prison.
Amos was one of the twelve Minor Prophets who was a shepherd and took care of Sycamore Fig trees.  He had a very safe life in the hills of Tekoa, near Jerusalem.  He could almost look way off to the East and see the Mediterranean Sea and way off to the West and see the Dead Sea.  Then the Lord called Amos to go up into the Northern Kingdom as a prophet.  Under Jeroboam II, the kingdom of Israel rose to the zenith of its prosperity; but that was followed by the prevalence of luxury and vice and idolatry.  Amos was called from his obscurity to remind the people of the law of God's retributive justice, and to call them to repentance.

Hosea: This man was so obscure that we don’t know anything about him – until God calls him into His will.  It’s a mystery to think of Hosea being commanded to take an unchaste wife and without any reluctance obeying the command.  He took a harlot as his wife and had two sons by her.
David was a shepherd living in the foothills of Bethlehem and safe.  Then God revealed His will to David and told him he would become the king of Israel.  But he had to live the next twenty or so years living in caves and running from Saul, the king who was after his life.  His life did not turn out anywhere close to what he expected when he was watching the stars at night with his sheep.
Peter and his brother Andrew were fishermen on the Sea of Galilee and partners of James and John.  They were young fishermen, safe with their fishing business.  Then God revealed his will for his life.  He toured Israel with Jesus for the next three years, and then ran for his life.  God took Peter from his safe life and put him to work.  He also spent time in jail for serving the Lord.
Now lets go back to Paul.  He was of pure Jewish descent, of the tribe of Benjamin.  He was a Roman citizen from Tarsus, a Hebrew, and a Pharisee.  His father decided that he should go to college and become a rabbi, that is, a minister, a teacher, and a lawyer all in one.  His life was safe as he chased after a bunch of leftists who were trying to circumvent the national religion (Judaism) Temple and its leaders.  He was at this time probably a member of the great Sanhedrin and became the active leader in the furious persecution by which the rulers then sought to exterminate Christianity.  Then God struck him down on the road to Damascus and revealed His will to him.  His life was turned upside down as he changed from chasing others to being chased.  The whole purpose of his life was now permanently changed.

Ephesus: It was at the close of Paul’s second missionary journey when he was returning from Corinth back to Jerusalem that he first visited Ephesus.  He remained for only a short time as he was trying to keep the feast of Pentecost at Jerusalem; but he left Aquila and Priscilla behind him to carry on the work of spreading the gospel.  That brings us back to our verse from Acts 18.  During his third missionary journey, Paul did go back to Ephesus and stayed here for about three years.  But there were anxieties and danger.  He noted that his experiences in Ephesus were like “fighting wild beasts”.
Then there’s me.  My safe life of leisure, cutting and burning Cedar, was interrupted when God called me to attend the Seminary and then to enter a new field – Christian education.  And now every Sunday, I’m here standing before you.  Like Noah and Abraham and Joseph and David and Peter and Paul, I had no idea what God’s will for my life was until He called.

Then there’s you.  I wonder if He’s calling you into an area that is absolutely unknown to you.  He will equip you and prepare you for His work.
So don’t plan to be safe.  God has other plans for you!  Not “May my will be your will”, but “May your will be my will”.

