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Ps 95:1-12
Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.  Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song.  For the LORD is the great God, the great King above all gods.  In his hand are the depths of the earth, and the mountain peaks belong to him.  The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land.  Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker; for he is our God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care.  Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did at Meribah, as you did that day at Massah in the desert, where your fathers tested and tried me, though they had seen what I did.  For forty years I was angry with that generation; I said, "They are a people whose hearts go astray, and they have not known my ways."  So I declared on oath in my anger, "They shall never enter my rest." 

This morning we are on the downhill stretch to another Thanksgiving Day.  Tonight following the Membership class we’re going to have a Thanksgiving dinner.  There are only two days of school next week.  Family will be coming and food will be prepared.  It will be a great day!

Abraham Lincoln in his Thanksgiving Proclamation of 1863 said this: “The year that is drawing to a close has been filled with the blessings of fruitful fields and healthful skies.  To these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the source from which they come, others have been added, which are of so extraordinary a nature, that they cannot fail to penetrate and soften even the heart which is habitually insensible to the ever-watchful providence of Almighty God.”

He goes into a brief mention of the waste and loss of the war that is underway, how industry continues and the population grows and all of it is because of God.  In Lincoln’s day and right up to this minute, people become so puffed up and prideful of their own abilities that they need to be reminded to be thankful to God.  We even forget to pray and ask for mercy.  We forget that everything comes from God.

The Psalmist said it a long time before Lincoln: “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did at Meribah, as you did that day at Massah in the desert, where your fathers tested and tried me, though they had seen what I did.”  The psalmist is referring to the time when the people were complaining about Moses leading them into the desert to die of thirst.  Lincoln and the psalmist speak of the basic flaw of mankind that starts with not being satisfied with what we have.  We also have a tendency to develop an attitude of “I did it, I deserve it -- not I’m thankful for it.”

The psalmist says that Thanksgiving is an attitude, an attitude we are to cultivate in our hearts if we are not to repeat the mistakes of the past.  Having the right heart attitude also speaks about how we move into every new day.

So, as we look around, I believe that we need to notice and be thankful.  Lets start with UP.

Looking up is to notice the power and gifts of God.  We need to get into the habit of thanking God.  Not just on the one day each year that the country sets aside for the purpose.

Harriet was an atheist.  One morning she & a Christian friend stepped out into a beautiful fall morning.  As Harriet saw the brilliant sun peaking through the haze, and the frost on the meadow, and the brightly colored leaves making their way lazily to the ground, she was filled with the beauty & said, "I am so thankful.  I’m just so grateful for it all."  And her believing friend asked, "Grateful to whom, my dear?"

We should develop a habit of thanking God…He created us for His glory and so we should give Him the glory!  That means the good parking spot, the accident avoided, anything that we might call luck.  That means that we should recognize when something good happens and give God the credit….AND tell people about it.

I hear from so many people who received a bad report from a doctor only to get a good report later and explain that the doctor must have made a mistake.  When does God get any credit?  When does he get any glory?  When we decide that the doctor made a mistake, we are failing to give God any credit for something good in your life. 

How about looking around ourselves?
My live is pretty good.  I’m comfortable…perhaps I could even say content. you rarely need anything
· Until all the advertising starts and the catalogs arrive in the mail 
· You like your truck until you see some of the nice vehicles and look at gas prices
· You are satisfied with your clothes — until you stroll through the Mall
· You love our home — until you think of what it would be like to have a mansion or a log cabin on the shore of some remote lake
· You are satisfied with every area of your life — until you start comparing with someone else’s life.  When your children want what some of the other kids have and you have to say no…we get dissatisfied with the blessings we already have. 

· You feel like you have enough of everything — until you see someone who has more. 

The secret of a happy life is not to get what you want, but to live with what you’ve got.  Most of us spend our lives concentrating on what we don’t have instead of thanking God for what we do have.  Then we wake up, our life is over, and we missed the beauty of the present. 

Verse 7 says, “For he is our God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care.” 

It seems like we are so short-sited, that we don’t know what we’ve got until it is gone. 

· The power goes off at the house one night.  All the sudden all the clocks were wrong.  The alarm clock is not going to go off on time.  If the power stayed off too long, the food in the freezer and refrigerator would go bad. 

· What if our phone or mail delivery suddenly stopped?  
· Our water well goes dry and suddenly we appreciate having good water.

· The yard begins to turn brown and die and we realize we haven’t had any rain for two months.
In regions of Mexico hot springs and cold springs are found side by side, and the women often bring their laundry, boil their clothes in the hot springs, and then rinse them in the cold springs.  A tourist watching this procedure commented to his Mexican guide: "They must think Mother Nature is generous to freely supply such ample, clean hot and cold water.”  The guide replied, "No, Senor, there is much grumbling because she supplies no soap."

Look at the things around us.  Notice the scenery, the feel in the air.  I am reminded to be thankful.  

Yes, I know about how the seasons change.  But, that is not reason to forget to give thanks.

Looking around me, I am thankful for the generous provision of our God.
Looking around me, I am thankful for the scenery which changes every season to something new and amazing.
Looking around me, I am thankful for the people that God has placed around me.

How about looking inward to ourselves?  In a sense, Thanksgiving is an expression of modesty.  To offer thanks is to confess dependence, to acknowledge that others have the power to benefit you, to admit that your life is better because of their efforts.

Be thankful for...
....the taxes you pay (sort of)
....because it means you have income and a job.  

....the clothes that fit a little too snug 
....because it means you have enough to eat.  

....a lawn that needs mowing, windows that need cleaning and 
....gutters that need fixing 
....because it means you have a home.  

....the spot you find at the far end of the parking lot 
....because it means you are capable of walking.  

....my huge heating bill
....because it means you are warm.  

....all the complaining you hear about our government 
....because it means we have freedom of speech.  

....the alarm that goes off in the early morning hours 
....because it means that you're alive.  

....weariness and aching muscles at the end of the day 
....because it means you have been productive.  [That’s sincere gratefulness]


The yearly celebration of Thanksgiving should only be highlight of a year of thanks-living
The art of thanks-living.  It is thanking God for the gift of life by living it triumphantly.  It is thanking God for your talents and abilities by accepting them as obligations to be invested for the common good.  It is thanking God for all that men and women have done for you and showing you’re thankful by doing things for others.  It is thanking God for happiness by striving to make others happy.  It is thanking God for beauty by helping to make the world more beautiful.
A sincere heart will recognize the privileges of serving God/others.
An Inward Look at my Health Makes me Thankful.  

We take so much for granted!  We don’t say thank you to God or others nearly enough.
