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1 Cor 11:28

A man ought to examine himself 

NIV
There are some preachers that we may not want to be near because of the evil that exists in their lives.  Yes, we all know about them.  Some of the more popular ones may be Jim Bakker or Jimmy Swaggert.  You may even personally know of one not so popular.  Well, let me tell you that the reverse is true, that there are some churches that preachers do not want to be near because of the evil that exists in their congregations.
Let me give you an example of one of those kinds of churches.  There was a church that seemed to be disintegrating spiritually.  There was sexual immorality, one member suing another, walls being built between different members over who should lead the church, about the pastor refusing to take a salary, some were proud that their spiritual gift was greater than that of another, and falling-out over people’s eating habits.  Even such simple things as the Lord‘s Supper had become an issue.  The church was crumbling because of the evil actions of its members.  This church, located in southern Greece about 30 years after the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, was in Corinth, a city much like New York today.  EXPLAIN THE PROBLEMS.
But I don’t understand; when a person becomes a Christian, he is a new creation, the old has passed away!  They have had a heart transplant.  They were filled with the Holy Spirit.  They had been born again.  They had been regenerated.  They had called on Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.  How could these Corinthian Christians continue in sin to the point that the church was about to self-destruct?  After all, the Bible says 1 John 3:8-9 “No one who is born of God will continue to sin” and 1 John 3:9 “No one who is born of God will continue to sin” How could this be?

Paul had been this church’s pastor for about 1½ years, teaching the Jews and Gentiles there about Jesus Christ and His ways.  He even taught Timothy and Silas and Sosthenes there.  Many had become believers and God had endowed them with all of the spiritual gifts.  When he left, he went to Ephesus and planted a church there.
When word got back to him that his brothers and sisters in Corinth were fighting among themselves, he wrote them a stinging letter as he addressed the different issues that were destroying the church.  I want to jump into his letter at the point where he says 1 Cor 11:28

“A man ought to examine himself.”  I know he is talking about a person examining himself before he partakes of the Lord’s Supper, but later in another letter to this same group of Christians, he again says 2 Cor 13:5 “Examine yourselves.”
How do we examine ourselves?  This seems to be a very important issue for the Christians then and for us today.  The first place to start examining oneself is to ask the question, “Am I in the faith?  Is Jesus Christ my Savior?  Have I been born again?  Am I saved?  We get into these arguments about whether a person is “Once saved, always saved.”  We really should be answering the question “Was I once saved?”  This is the most important self-examination any person can make.  It is so important that it will impact his future into eternity.

One of the saddest verses in the entire Bible is Matt 7:21-23 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?'  Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you.  Away from me, you evildoers!' 

“Okay”, you say, “I am a Christian.  Now what?”  I think the next question you need to ask yourself in your self-examination is what sort of Christian am I?  Have I grown in the faith?  Am I a stronger, truer Christian today than I was yesterday or last week or last year?  Have I grown any as a Christian?
The Bible says that 1 Cor 3:3 “You are still worldly.”  Your heart and your mind have been polluted by the things of this world.  When you are totally consumed by the things and ways of this world, then there isn’t any room for Jesus Christ or for His Word, the Bible in your life.  Your walk in the Spirit has been replaced with a walk on the wild side, with the world.  God says that you cannot love the world and Him.  You must choose one or the other.  We are living and dying by the choices we make.

Has there been a true and total surrender of your will to the sovereign will of God, exchanging your agenda for His agenda?  Becoming like Jesus Christ requires work.  It takes practice.  Work?  I thought it was just faith that was required.  Yes, faith in Christ is what makes you a Christian, but meditating in His Word is what increases our faith and teaches us about or Lord and Savior and empowers us with the strength and boldness to try not only to grow and lead a Christian life, but also to overcome the world and its influence.  Memorizing Scripture fills our mind with the very Word of God, who is Jesus Himself.  David said in Ps 1:2-3 “But his delight is in the law of the LORD,

And in His law he meditates day and night.  He shall be like a tree 

planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season,

whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.  This takes some effort or work on our behalf to meditate and memorize Scripture.
The Corinthian church was continuing in sin because they were very worldly.  Paul wrote them and told them 1 Cor 3:3 “You are still worldly.  For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly?  Are you not acting like mere men?

Are you not acting like mere men, with jealousy and quarreling among you.  One says, “I want my way” and another says, “I don’t like what you are doing because it wasn’t my idea.”  Another says to himself, “Self, you’re pretty good” – all filled with pride.

Examine your relationship with God.  Are you making your own decisions without regard to whether it’s God’s will or only your will?  Are you living for yourself, self-centered, self-serving?  Are you placing your interests and desires before others?  Are you making your decisions without consideration for how others will be affected?  What is this thing we call the church.  It is the family of God, those who have been saved and transformed, those who have been called out of the world, living in community with one another.  The church meets together for worship the church is accountable to one another, the church reaches out to the unsaved.
Examine your life to see if you have any spiritual problems.  And if you do have spiritual problems, you are the only person who is going to take measures to correct them.  Prepare yourself now for God’s examination when you stand before Him in judgment.
