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Acts 2:42
Acts 2:42

They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

NIV

This morning, we’re going to look at three objectives of the church.  Turn with me to Acts 2:37-42.

2:39 – “afar off” – That was I 27 years ago … October 1978.  That’s when God called me into His family.  That was my spiritual birthday.  It was on that day that I became a part of the body of Christ … the family of God … a child of God … a member of His church.

2:42 gives us three objectives of God’s Church … this church … all churches.  What are they?  They can be summarized into Doctrine, Fellowship, and Prayer.

1. - DOCTRINE – This is a rule or principle that forms the basis of a belief, theory, or policy. 

It’s more than just good preaching.

What Luke has in mind here is the meat of the Word … where the rubber meets the road.  To some, “doctrine” might mean a dull, dry, boring sermon.  BUT … it doesn’t have to be.  “Doctrine” isn’t something reserved for the Bible scholar … the Seminary graduate … those with a high I.Q.  We should ALL be students of God’s Word, of the doctrine of God.  We should understand the doctrine behind what we believe.

If all the Bible you get is on Sunday Morning in Church, you are in bad shape!  2 Tim. 2:15 – “Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needed not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”  Listening to the sermon in Church should be icing on the cake … not your source of Bible study.

God has a MESSAGE for you in every sermon you hear.  The preacher may not be a Billy Graham … or a Charles Stanley … or a Charles Spurgeon.  But … that’s OK.  If he preaches the Word of God … if he preached doctrine … God has something to say to you.


Don’t ever go to church without asking the Holy Spirit for a message.  Don’t ever sit in church service without looking for a message from God.  Don’t ever leave church without getting a message from God.  God has put us together for a purpose … for all of us to get a message from God.

There’s a difference between “hearing a sermon” … and … “getting a message”.  Preachers preach a Sermon because God burdens their heart with a message … because … God has something to say to His people.  Don’t come to church to hear a SERMON.  Come to church to get a message from God!

Matthew 7:7 – “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:” “seek and you shall find”.  Whatever you look for in a sermon … in a church … in a church service … that’s what you’ll find.  If you seek not to be blessed … you’ll find it.  If you seek nothing … you’ll find it.  But … if you seek a blessing … if you seek a message from God … you’ll find it.

2.  - FELLOWSHIP – Acts 2:42

“Fellowship” includes “breaking of bread” – 2:46.  This is fellowship with each other.  It also includes “The Lord’s Supper”, which we observed.  This is fellowship with our Lord and Savior, Who desires fellowship with you.

Fellowship with each other is important in the church.  We enjoyed the “breaking of bread” a few minutes ago.  It is one of the three objectives of the church.

The church ought to be a place of fellowship.  It ought to have some good memories.  There have been many precious memories in my church life.  Maybe you grew up here in the church.  Maybe you were married in a church.  Maybe you were saved in a church.  I’m sure you have some precious memories of church.  I’ve had some great times of fellowship in church.

Think back on your life in church.  It was in Church, that I saw my first wedding … funeral … baptism.  Do you remember the old hymns that you heard for the first time?  Or … the new praise songs that you heard for the first time?  I remember singing “The Old Time Religion” with my mother.  Do you remember what a grand time you had singing church music?  Do you remember some of the great former Pastors you had?  Think of the influence they had on your life.

Can you remember some of your Sunday School teachers from years past?  These men and women gave their time, their heart, and their love to you.

It was at church that holidays had a new meaning.  Christmas was more than Santa Claus and presents … it was the celebration of the birth of our Lord.  Easter was more than Easter eggs and candy … it was Resurrection Day!  And VBS?  And summer camp?

It was at Church that you learned to tithe; you learned that “it’s better to give than to receive”.  You learned that “you can’t out give God!”

Memories … of church … a place of love, acceptance, praise, worship … fellowship.

Hebrews 10:25 tells us, “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.”  There’s a reason why God doesn’t want us to forsake coming to church.  You see, He has so many blessings for us here!

As long as you keep your eyes on Jesus, there will be fellowship within the church.  The Church is made up of sinners.  Just like you & me … imperfect & human … with all our faults, failings, and shortcomings.

3.  - PRAYER – Acts 2:42

This is the glue that holds it all together.

Fellowship is physical food … for the unity of the body.
Prayer is spiritual food … for the nourishment of the soul.

• Without prayer … the preaching of doctrine is fruitless.
• Without prayer … fellowship is all for show.
• Without prayer … our lunch is just another meal … The church service is just another activity.

Prayer gives power to doctrine and fellowship.  Without prayer, God will not do a mighty work in our midst.  With prayer, we will see God work in ways that we can’t even imagine.  Let’s not forsake prayer … and … settle for a church that just goes through the motions.  Prayer is how we access the power of God … to make our fellowship and preaching of doctrine a ministry of this church.  If we neglect prayer, we neglect the greatest objective that God has for this church.  Make prayer a priority … and … watch God work!

CONCLUSION:  

Today is a special day.  It’s a day we set aside every week to celebrate what God has done in our midst.  We may never celebrate another Sunday.  Jesus may come back before this time next week.  Are you ready?  Let’s listen to God for his message today.  Let’s fellowship together and enjoy each other as a gift from God.  Let’s pray together access the power of God.
