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1 John 5:13

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.

NIV
How can I know that I am a Christian?  The emphasis is on the work “know.”  God’s Word is so clear that it never leaves us either in doubt.  So, today, if you are a doubter, you have only to turn over the pages of His Word with your eyes open and your heart responsive and you will find help.  If you have been questioning whether or not your are a Christian, then you have only turn to the pages of the Bible and study carefully the words of Jesus, and the messages given by the Apostles, and you will know that you are a Christian.  At least, God meant that you should!
One of the Popes of the Catholic Church who served in the 1970s was asked if he was going to heaven when he died.  His response was, “I hope so!”  God wants you to know so, to know that you are a Christian.  It is not presumptuous for you to say that you know you are a Christian.  It is a lack of faith to say anything less.  You may know that you have passed from death to life.

How may you know?  1 John 5:13: I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.  What things?  Everything that John has written about so far in his letter.  If you study this letter, you may be sure that you have passed from bondage to freedom, from darkness to light, and from death to life.  This letter is 5 chapters and 105 verses long and the whole subject of assurance of your salvation is stated very clearly.
Doubt is always disturbing.  Often it is out of a lack of knowledge of the Bible.  Sometimes it is out of stubbornness.  We simply will not be convinced.  But if you put aside your prejudice and accept the Bible as at least worthy of consideration, reading with open eyes and an open heart, you will come to a right understanding of Christ and an understanding of what it means to be a Christian.

If we doubt, it is because we have not fully believed God’s Word.  Then a person has no peace, no close identification with Jesus.  If you aren’t sure of your salvation, then you are on the mountaintop today and in the valley tomorrow.  Your influence in your home is like heaven today and tomorrow you are hurting everybody around you.
Do you know if you are a Christian?  You may know, first of all, by your confidence in Jesus and in His Word.  1 John 4:15: If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God.  You have only to determine whether you believe in Him as the Son of God.  1 John 5:1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well.  You have only to decide whether or not you believe that Jesus is born of God, and is really the Son of God.  I know that I am a Christian because I have confidence in His Word.  He told me and I believe Him.

There is another way to know that you are a Christian.  Because of my obedience and love to Him.  1 John 2:3 We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands.  What are His commandments?  First, follow Him.  If you are following Jesus, you will know whether you are a Christian or not.  If you are to obey Him, you must go out after the Lost.  I don’t know anything that will strengthen your faith more than this.  When you have a passion for souls, when you go seeking the lost, when you lift the burdens of others, your own vision of Jesus is clearer, your own hope of eternity is stronger, your own assurance of salvation is greater.
We may know that we are Christians by doing His will.  John 7:17-18 If anyone chooses to do God's will, he will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own.  So don’t sit in doubt, begin to do something.  Don’t sit in darkness, get out into the light.  Don’t mourn because you are so weak, strengthen someone else.

We may know that we are Christians by our habits.  1 John 3:9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God's seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God.  This scripture seems to condemn us.  Does it condemn you?  But a literal translation can make the passage read, “No one who is a child of God is habitually guilty of sin.”  There are three things a Christian will do regarding sin: 1) The first is a desire to get back to God.  You want to get back to God instantly.  2) The second is a willingness to confess to the people you have offended.  You can’t be unjust to your children and say to yourself, “I’ll be better to them tomorrow.”  You must make the wrong right.  3) Third, a readiness to confess your sins to God.  I don’t know how far a person should go with public confession to the world.  But I do know this: if I have sin in my life, I must go to God and make it right with Him.  I know that I am a Christian if I follow closely the leading of the Holy Spirit.
I may know that I am a Christian by my interest in others for Him.  1 John 3:14

We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers.  Anyone who does not love remains in death.  So do you show love toward your brother?  Does it reach out the hand to help, to speak a word of kindness and gentleness?  Do you reach out to help the suffering?  Such a spirit of service and love will drive away all doubt and you will know that you are a Christian.
We are by nature children of wrath and heirs of death.  By the gospel, our state towards another world is altered and changed.  We know that we have passed from death to life; we may know it by the evidences of our faith in Christ, of which this love to our brethren is one.
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.  Mankind is to be loved principally on these two accounts: 1) As the excellent work of God, made by him, and made in wonderful resemblance of him.  2) As being, in some measure, beloved in Christ.  A world so loved of God should be loved by us.  And this love will exert itself in earnest desires and prayers and attempts for the salvation of the lost.  They are not so much loved for their own sakes as for the sake of God and Christ, who have loved them.

The hatred of our brethren is, on the contrary, a sign of our dead state.  He that loveth not his brother (his brother in Christ) abideth in death, v. 14.  "You know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him; but he who hates his brother is a murderer; and therefore you cannot but know that he who hates his brother hath not eternal life abiding in him,"

Compliments and flatteries become not Christians; but the sincere expressions of sacred affection, and the services or labors of love, do. 

