How Can Others Know That I Am A Christian?
9-17-06
John 13:35
Prayer

John 13:35: By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.
 NIV

If someone tells me that he is a Christian, and I want additional evidence, I need only go to the people with whom he works, or those who work for him, or to his wife and children, or even sometimes to his enemies, and I will get additional evidence.  How can others know that I am a Christian?
From time to time, Carol has seen me walk away from her and go across the room up to a person and shake the hand of the person.  When I come back to her she will ask, “Who was that?”  “Oh, I didn’t know who he was, but he had on an Aggie ring, and Aggies always ‘whip out’ their hand and introduce themselves.
Wouldn’t that be great if every Christian had a badge or symbol so that you would know him as a Christian.  That way, if you were in a room with a bunch of people, you could introduce yourself and say, “ I see that you are a Christian, too.”  As a matter of fact, every Christian has a badge, and Jesus gave it to him.

The Sunday school teacher, who was trying to give his class a definition of a Christian, said, “Now, boys, why do people say that I am a Christian?” and one of the boys put up his hand and said, “Because they don’t know you.”  But the best reason why others should know that I am a Christian is that they know me, and if they cannot say that I am a Christian after they know me, then I had better go back to my knees and ask the Lord, Why?”

Maybe I should turn to John 13:35 and read, “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."  By what?  The 34th verse says, “A new command I give you: Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”  It isn’t when you have criticized one another, not when you are harsh in your judgment against another, not when you are unforgiving, but if you have love for another.  Does your husband think you are a Christian?  Stop and think for a moment.  What would he say?  If I were to stop your brother and ask him, "Is your sister a Christian?” what do you think he would say?
The Old Testament talks about the distinguishing marks given to the children of Israel.  They were distinguishable in three ways: first, by what they ate; second, by what they wore; third, by what they said.  Maybe these three could be our badge.

The things he eats.  Not what he eats to increase his physical strength, but the books he reads, the conversation to which he listens, the influence under which he puts his life.  All of these things enter into his character, just  as the food you eat influences your growth.

The things he wears.  Your clothes are like your habits.  I can look at your habits and look for evidence you are a Christian.  You tell me what you are usually thinking about and I will know whether you are a Christian.  Tell me your habits and I will tell you whether or not you appear to be a Christian.  Your habits are like the clothes of the Israelites.
The words he speaks.  If I were a fly on the wall in your home and hear your speak to your children or to your wife, I would know whether you give evidence of being a Christian by what you say to them.  It is often by what we say that we reveal whether or not we are filled with the Spirit of our Lord.

Remember that as we stand before the world, the things we do or say or think, speak either for or against Jesus Christ.

Do you know when people will begin to flock into the church, when churches will be crowded again?  It is when we begin to live Jesus Christ.  You see, we must be different from the world.  Remember the man in the tombs, crying and cutting himself with stones?  When they tied him up, he would break away.  When they came near the tombs, he would cry out and they would run away in terror.  But one day Jesus met him and He broke his bonds, and ordered the evil spirits out of him and the man went to town and told what great things Jesus had done for him.  Is that not a change?  There must be a change in your living.
A woman turned to her husband and, as the preacher pleaded for the lost people in the congregation to lift their hands and accept Jesus, said, "Would you lift your hand?”  But he did  not.  She asked him again, but he did not respond.  When they went home, he told his wife, “You asked me to raise my hand, but I didn’t.  I wasn’t trying to be rude to you, but you are a Christian, and I am not.  I’m not trying to belittle you, but tell me how our lives differ.  You watch TV and I watch TV.  You go dancing and I go dancing.  You talk with your friends and I talk with my friends.  I don’t see any difference in our living.  Where is the difference?

Again, I will suggest that people will know we are Christians by the fruit of our living.  In Matthew 7:20, Jesus said, “ by their fruit you will recognize them.”  What are the fruits?  Galatians 5:22-23 list the fruit of the spirit as Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  Stop and think, take that verse of Scripture and look at it carefully and see if you have these things in your life.
Meekness:  A man said, “I can’t be a Christian because I have such a bad temper.”  Well, that’s the very reason why you should be a Christian, if your temper is in the hands of the One who holds your life in His hands.

Gentleness:  I know it is easy for people to get upset with one another in their own homes.  Maybe it is because we are worn out physically or because of the circumstances that we face.  But if you are in the habit of becoming provoked, then listen: If you continue that habit, you will reveal to the people around you that you are not a Christian.  Gentleness:  You can detect it in the very atmosphere of a room when you step into it.

What is the badge you wear?  Is it love?  Not sentient, but that spirit that enables us to lift other people’s burdens, to add joy to their hearts, that pities the weak and tries to make the weak strong.  Love helps the suffering.  It is unselfish, always living for others.  Are you a Christian?  You know whether you are or not.  Do others think you are a Christian?

Others may know we are Christians when we have the Spirit of forgiveness in you.  Forgiveness?  Why I forgave someone yesterday.  Jesus said we should forgive 70X7 times.  Have you ever done that?

We can show others whether we are Christians or not by the way we pray.  Jesus prayed morning, noon, and night.  Do you pray for your spouse, for your children, for others, or only for yourself?

What badge do you wear?

