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Ps 51:17

Prayer

Ps 51:17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart

NIV

Allstate Insurance advertises “You’re in good hands with Allstate.”  But let me offer to you a better insurance company.  This one has been in business a lot longer, the premium is low, and the protection is guaranteed.  I’m talking, of course, about God’s hands.

As youngsters, I used to toss my two children up into the air and catch them on their way down.  But as they began to grow up and develop more independence, I saw them being tossed around by God while Carol and I seemed to watch helplessly.  That’s when we as parents and grandparents begin to struggle between our confidence in God’s ability and our own.

Every parent faces this struggle.  We want our children to follow the Lord, but we don’t turn them over so He can lead them.  We want to provide, protect, and direct them every moment so they will become all that we want them to be.  And so this contrast exists where the love we have for them desires the best for them keeps them from receiving it.

Jacob faced a similar challenge.  Genesis 37 tells us that he really loved his sons – Joseph, in particular.  You remember the story.  Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery and smeared his clothes with goat’s blood to make it look like Joseph had been eaten by a wild animal.  Jacob saw the blood and grieved.  “It’s my son’s robe.  Some ferocious animal has devoured him.  He has surely been torn to pieces.

Yet God was behind all of this knowing that a seemingly worldwide famine would soon cover the earth.  Even though Joseph suffered as the victim of evil play by others, the Bible repeatedly notes, “The Lord was with Joseph” (Gen 39:2-3, 21-23).  When all the dust had settled, Joseph had risen to become Egypt’s second-in-command and stored up enough grain to sustain all of the people as a preparation for the famine.

When Jacob was in Egypt and heard about the grain that was stored away, he sent his sons to buy some for his family.  But “Jacob did not sent Benjamin, Joseph’s youngest brother, with them because he was afraid that harm would come to him” (42:4).  When the ten brothers arrived in Egypt to buy grain, they did not recognize their brother Joseph, even though he recognized them.  Joseph demanded that the missing brother Benjamin be brought to him before they could purchase any more grain.  Remember Benjamin – the very one that Jacob had refused to release into God’s control.  When the brothers went back and reported the situation to their father, Jacob clung to Benjamin and said, “My son will not go to Egypt with you.  His brother is dead and he is the only one left.  If harm comes to him on the trip to Egypt, you will bring my gray head down to the grave in sorrow” (42:38).
Thirty years earlier, Jacob had wrestled with God for control of his own life, and before God could bless him, God had to cripple him.  Now, Jacob was wrestling again with God, afraid this time to trust the Lord with his son.

The famine became worse.  Finally Jacob surrendered and said, “If it must be, take Benjamin with you and go back to the man.  If I am bereaved, I am bereaved” (43:11, 13-14).  So God’s perfect  plan for and involvement in all of these events finally got Benjamin from Jacob’s arms and forced Jacob to do what he would never have done otherwise – trust God with his sons.  Sometimes it may seem to us as parents we are sending our children away as if we are delivering them over to their death.
But we can’t hold anything – not even our children - more dear that our trust in God.  If we truly trust His sovereignty and power, we can rest knowing that our children remain as safe in harm’s way as in their beds at home.  On the other hand, if God allows them to go before us to heaven, no amount of protection will prevent such circumstances.

Our own peace comes from surrendering to God those things for which we pray.  Our own comfort cannot come from the assurance that God will protect our children, ironic as it sounds.  Our comfort comes by trusting a God who remains in complete control and who will accomplish His good purposes when in the worst circumstances.  That cannot change even when evil appears to have won the day.
Jacob not only received his son Benjamin back, but much more that he could have imagined.  “I never expected to see your face again,” he told Joseph, “ and now God has allowed me to see your children, too” (48:11).  Jacob seemed almost ashamed that he ever doubted God.  Even though Jacob stood powerless to shelter his son from harm, “The Lord was with Joseph,” and so we know God remains with our children whether in our care or far removed from our safety.
This concept is easier to talk about than to do.  When we see our children and grandchildren being tossed about in life, it’s hard to realize that God is there to catch them.  We want to be in control, not God.  This is our challenge.  But as we allow God little-by-little to lead them as He chooses, we will be taken to new levels of faith.  We will also find peace as we see his providence in their lives and our wasted efforts that fail miserably.  God’s sovereignty requires our surrender.

But God doesn’t stop there.  He also wants our lives.  Trusting Him requires that we turn over little-by-little each part of us.  It may be our money or our marriage or our children or ourselves.  When we do, that we can know that we are in ‘good hands’.
