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Is it well with thee?  Is it well with thy husband?  Is it well with the child?  And she answered, It is well.

KJV
The most common thing that we all say to each other is “How are you?” and the most common answer is “Fine!”  No matter if we are fine or not, we still say, “I’m fine.  How about you?”  But today I want to look at a story in the Old Testament that we find this question of “How are you?” and see if we can have the same reply that this woman did: “It is well.”
Fifty-three miles north of Jerusalem in the Valley of Jezreel once stood the ancient village of Shunem.  It was beautifully located with little parks, fountains, and trees.  We know something about one of the families of that city.  We know the number of the household – the father, mother, and little boy, who was a gift from God and a miracle as was Samson, Isaac, Samuel, and John the Baptist.  We know about their home life, that the mother was a great cook, a great and Godly woman and that the father was older.  We also know that Elisha used to travel up and down Israel and pass through Shunem.
The house of the Shunammite woman must have been Elisha’s favorite place to stop when passing through.  She enjoyed his company so much that she went to her husband and asked him to turn her home into a bed and breakfast.  Adding a room on the side of their house with a bed, table, and a chair with a lamp stand beside, she wanted this man of God to feel as welcome and comfortable as he could be.

We know something else.  One day during the harvest season, the little boy went out to be with his dad.  He had a terrible headache and was sent back to his mother for her care.  However, the boy died in her lap.  One can only imagine the sorrow that she felt unless you have passed through a similar tragedy.  But she did not put the boy in his bed or in her bed or call the funeral home.  She put him in Elisha’s bed and went after Elisha who was about 20 miles away at Mt. Carmel.

Along the way, Elisha’s servant Gehazi ran to her and asked her, “Is it well with thee?  Is it well with thy husband?  Is it well with the child?”  And she answered, “It is well.”  What?  It is well!  God had given her a son and now He had taken it away from her.  Just because you are saved does not mean that you will not have trouble.  Have you ever felt like God gave you something and then took it away?  This happens all the time.  But we need to learn by the example of this woman.

She had extraordinary faith even through hard circumstances.  When her circumstances around her looked grim, she still said, “It is well.”  She kept on going.  Often, when things go wrong, Christians can loose their faith.

Do you want to be well?  Do you find it strange that when she was asked about herself, her husband, and her child, she said it is well?  We know her son was dead.  Verse 23 says that her husband seemed a little agitated for her going out to find Elisha.  He was telling her that she was going on a wild goose chase.  And yet she said when asked, “How are you?”  Her reply was, “It is well.”

To be well we must keep the faith as we have just talked about.  Is it well with you?  For everything to be well in your life, you have to be well yourself.  To be well yourself, you have to have the proper relationship with Jesus.  If you have never been saved, then it doesn’t matter how good you are or how many times you go to church.  It doesn’t matter who our parents are or if you are best friends with the Pope.  For it to be well with you, you have to have a personal relationship with Him.
If you have accepted Christ, how is your relationship?  Are you on speaking terms?  Is there sin in your life preventing that fellowship with Him?  For things to be well with you, you have to have that relationship with Him.  Some of the most miserable people I know are those who have accepted Christ and have sin in their lives creating separation between themselves and Him.  In order for it to be well with us, we must be well with Him.
Is it well with your spouse?  Sometimes a couple will miss church because it has had a fight before church and couldn’t come.  This is one reason why we are told in God’s Word not to be unequally yoked.  The Bible tells us that when we are married, the two become one.  You can’t have one pulling one way and the other pulling a different way.  I could not be up here this morning without the support of Carol.  Men, you need to take a stand for your wives and love them.  Women, you need to be submissive to your husbands out of love and submission to Christ.
If you want to be well, be well with your spouse.

Is it well with your family?  If you want to be totally well, you need to be well with your family, too.  This can be tough.  Rebellious teenagers are tough.  I’ve seen parents of wayward sons cry.  I’ve seen parents of pregnant daughters feel hopeless.  I see parents who don’t care whether their children come to church or not.  What has this world come to?  How do we make it well with our family?  Just two words:  Love them.

You can set boundaries for them.  There are too many gray areas and not enough black and white.  It may be the most unpopular decision you can make but it is worth it.  My children are living proof of it.
Conclusion:

So how is it?  Is it well?  Is it well with you?  Do you have the proper relationship with Jesus?  Do you have the right relationship with your spouse?  Do you have the right relationship with your children?

Haratio Spafford wrote the song “It is well with my soul” in the 1800s.  His wife and four daughters had sailed ahead of him on a ship that collided with an iron sailing vessel.  The four daughters lost their lives along with 222 others.  When his wife and 46 other survivors drifted to Wales on a piece of the wreckage, she wired her husband, “Saved alone.”  He immediately booked passage to meet her and when his ship passed over the point where his daughters were lost, he penned the “It is well with my soul.”

My prayer is that all of us can have the faith of this man and this Shunammite woman and we too can say, “It is well.”
