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As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging.  When he heard the crowd going by, he asked what was happening.  They told him, "Jesus of Nazareth is passing by." 

He called out, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" 

Those who led the way rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" 

Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be brought to him.  When he came near, Jesus asked him, "What do you want me to do for you?" 

"Lord, I want to see," he replied. 

Jesus said to him, "Receive your sight; your faith has healed you."  Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus, praising God.  When all the people saw it, they also praised God. 

Jesus is going through Jericho for the last time.  He has set His face toward Jerusalem and the cross!  In just a few hours, He will be sitting at the table of Mary, Martha & Lazarus.  It will not be long until He sits in the Upper Room!  It won’t be long until sweat, as drops of blood will drop from His brow in Gethsemane.  In just a little while, He will be tried in a mock trial.  It will not be long until the cat-o’-nine tails will pierce the flesh of His back & make it impossible to know that He is even a human being.
He is going through Jericho for the last time!


As He comes through Jericho, great crowds gather to see Him.  His fame has traveled all over Palestine!  It has been said of Him over all the land, "This man can cause blind eyes to see, deaf ears to hear, still the waves & calm the storm."  This man causes people with leprosy to be cleansed.  This man heals the sick!  This man raises the dead!  All over Palestine, it has been told that our Lord performs miracles!  Everywhere He goes, people rush to see Him and throng to His side!  He now comes through Jericho and as He comes to Jericho, the crowds rush to see Him!  There is a blind man named Bartimaeus sitting by the way.  He is begging.  He doesn’t know why there is all the commotion.  He hears the people as they pass by.  He looks up and says, "What’s happening?  Why all the commotion?  What’s all the rush about?”  The people tell him these words: "Jesus of Nazareth is passing by."  The blind man said, "Jesus, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me."  The disciples said, "Don’t do that, leave Him alone!"  They rebuked the man.  The man pressed them even more, "Jesus, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me.”  The more they tried to hush him, the more he shouted, "Jesus, Thou Son of David ..."  I think Jesus turned to look into the sightless eyes of Bartimaeus and did have mercy on him and by a word gave him sight, and the man was marvelously healed!
It’s not possible to say more than this in the introduction, but I need to add that Jesus of Nazareth is still passing by.  He is the central figure of history, the inspiration for right living, the strength of true character building, and our only hope for now and eternity.  He is still passing by.

A man insults his own intelligence if he doesn’t consider Him.  We know what kind of man He was by what He said and by what He did.  He had only to reach out His hands and the lame were healed.  He had only to speak and the blind could see.  He had only to look and the sick rejoiced.  One can imagine that as He passed through the land, those people ahead of Him were all suffering, and those behind Him were leaping and praising God.  We know Him by what He said, by what He did, and by what He was.  I challenge any nonbeliever to take the Bible and read all of the words of Jesus, and if he can find one single sentence in all of Jesus’ sayings that represents Him in any other way than as the most marvelous of teachers, as any other that the Son of God, then I will agree to turn away from my position about Him and take the nonbeliever’s position.  But if the nonbeliever considers the words of Jesus honestly and sincerely, then he will likely become a believer.  Jesus of Nazareth is still passing by.
As a matter of fact, where is He at this moment?  He is sitting at the right hand of God because his redemptive work is finished.  Then all you have to do to accept God’s offer of mercy and enter into that finished work is to come with your sins and doubts, with or without emotion, with or without feeling, but come.
But I said Jesus of Nazareth is still passing by and the Bible says that He is seated at the right hand of God.  That seems like a contradiction.  Here is the explanation: John 14:16-17 “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— the Spirit of truth.  The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him.  But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.”  Then He adds, “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.”  So He is seated at the right hand of the Father and He is here.  He is here in the third Person of the Trinity.  He is here in the praise music; here is the prayer time, here in the communion, here in the very atmosphere.
When Jesus passes by you, you will hear Him saying, “Come and follow me” as he did to Peter and Andrew.  You will hear Him saying, "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” as he does to every lost person.  You will hear it in the ticking of your clock, in the beating of your heart.  Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.  You are feeling Jesus of Nazareth as he passes by.
Bartimaeus was groping there in his darkness, and there were three things about him that we need to understand:

· The first is this – he needed Jesus; he could not see, nor can you if you are lost.  You have been troubled with doubt about the existence of God, you question the inspiration of the Bible, and you doubt that Jesus is God.  You cannot see.  The things of God are not intellectually discerned first; they are spiritually discerned; you can’t weigh this out in your mind or understand it with your intellect – it isn’t that that saves you.  It is acceptance of Jesus.
· Secondly, he could only feel his way, but he knew that he wanted the Savior.  That is the experience of every nonbeliever, though he may not admit it.  The pleasures of the world can’t satisfy him, sin has troubled him, and he has an ache in his heart.  Every nonbeliever knows deep inside that he wishes he knew Jesus.

· Thirdly, the only thing that he could do was to step out into the darkness.  Bartimeaus couldn’t see.  He could only feel, and when he stepped out into the darkness, Jesus gave him sight.  You may not be able to understand, but step out by faith.  You may not be able to explain the mysteries of the Bible, but step out by faith, and at that moment, you will be saved.

But what if you were to let Jesus of Nazareth pass by?  Some of you may not understand what I am going to say now, but it is true if the Bible is true.  If you allow Jesus of Nazareth to pass by, and you do not take Him as your Savior, you will have lost your power of prayer.  There is only one way to pray to God the Father, and it is in the name of Jesus.  God have pity on you.  
You can be indifferent to Jesus, the Savior of your mother and the friend of your father, you can reject Jesus, or your can accept Him.  Accept Him now, with all your doubts and all your sins.  Take Him and He will blot out your sins.  Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.
