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Prayer

Prov 19:21

Many are the plans in a man's heart, but it is the LORD's purpose that prevails. 

NIV
We may not like to think so, but there are many Christians who fail miserably in their lives.  And it is through there failures that they should learn to trust God so that they might succeed in His service.  Another way of saying this is through failures, Christians learn to follow God’s plans for their lives rather than their own.
Let’s look at the life of Moses as an example.  The very first episode in his adult life ends in total failure.  This is remarkable because, as far as we can tell, Moses acted with the highest of motives throughout the incident and was confident he was performing the will of God.  Moses expected to deliver the Israelites from slavery and began by defending one of his fellow Jews.  But he failed and ended up running for his life from Egypt as an outlaw.  It was 40 years later on the far side of the desert in Midian at the age of 80 that God appeared to him and called on him to deliver the Israelites from slavery.
Why did this happen?  Perhaps as an example to us.  Moses was the greatest lawgiver who ever lived and is mentioned over 700 times in the Bible.  His career began in abject failure, but rose to great heights.
To understand what brought failure to Moses’ decision to help the enslaved Jews, we first need to look at his exceptional training.  He received spiritual training in his home.  No all of the Jews were faithful to God during the oppression.  As you will remember, in the desert, some of the Jews persuaded Moses’ brother Aaron to make a calf out of their jewelry.  Many were idol worshipers, but some had remained faithful.  Moses’ father’s name was Amram meaning “an exalted people” and his mother’s name was Jochebed, meaning, “God is honored”.  This spiritual couple had faith in the Lord.  When Moses was born, they probably realized that God had sent Moses to be the promised deliverer.  Acts 7:20 says “he was beautiful before God”.  There was something exceptional, something significant in his birth.
Jochebed prepared an ark for his deliverance, implying faith.  No mother would trust her child to the river unless she expected God would take care of it.  She placed her child in a basket and set it in the reeds by the river.  Then she put Moses’ sister Miriam on the bank to watch and report what happened.  You just don’t place a nine-year-old girl by the river to watch the murder of a baby.  You place her there only if you expect God to deliver the child.  Jochebed expected this.  When Pharaoh’s daughter returned the child to its mother, she saw God’s hand at work.  Surely, she shared this faith with Moses in her home.  He expected to by Israel’s deliverer.
Perhaps Moses began to develop his plans for delivering his people from slavery.  Maybe he considered rebelling and using force.  He killed an Egyptian beating one of the Jews and buried him in the sand.  His action was godly, but it was not God’s will.  Moses’ plans were not the same as the plans made by God for delivering the Jews.  The murder ended in the total destruction of his plans.
Sometimes God’s true servants can fail miserably.  But even in the midst of our failures, God is able to accomplish His plans.  He may use our failures to teach us that without Him, we can do nothing.  “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” Phil 4:13.  Our training and talents don’t qualify us for the job.  God may allow us to fail when we depend on ourselves.  He may also teach us that we are capable of terrible things if we insist in our own way instead of His ways.  We often botch up everything.
Another example can be taken from Paul’s life that is similar to Moses’ life.  Early in his ministry, Paul decided to take up a collection from the Gentile churches to help the starving Christians in Jerusalem.  This was in itself a good thing.  But somewhere, Paul’s own desires got in the way.  He adamantly pursued this goal:

· In 1 Cor 16:1-2, he ordered the Galatians to take up this collection and said he would personally bear the gift to the Jerusalem church.

· In Acts 20:22 when he was in Miletus, he talked about his own spiritual depression, expecting to be imprisoned and afflicted.
· From Tyre, the Christians there, inspired by the Holy Spirit, warned him not to go (Acts 21:4).

· At Caesarea, a prophet took Paul’s belt and tied his own hands and feet with it and told him he would end up the same way if he went.
· Finally, Jesus Himself appeared to Paul and told him to get out of town (Jerusalem) quickly.

But Paul persisted.  He had been warned by his feelings, by other Christians, by a prophet, and by Jesus personally.  Still he went his way.  Then he was arrested, imprisoned, and two years later, deported as a prisoner to Rome.

Paul later wrote that he was the chief of sinners.

Lastly, God can teach us through our failures that He is capable of working for us and in spite of us.  Only after we fail do we become aware that it is God and not ourselves who is working.  God’s plans will be accomplished.  Only when we fail do we become aware that it is God and not ourselves who is working.  “Many are the plans in a man's heart, but it is the LORD's purpose that prevails.”  This truth Moses understood and we must learn it also.
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Invitation:

Are you in trouble because you decided to do something without knowing God’s will for  your life?
Do you need to learn to follow God’s plan for your life instead of your own?

Have you proved God to be everything?

