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The man of God asked, "Where did it fall?”  When he showed him the place, Elisha cut a stick and threw it there, and made the iron float.

NIV
But, wait a moment.  Iron won’t float!  You can say that you threw a piece of iron into the water and saw it sink like lead, and you can say that the statement in the Bible is contrary to all natural laws.  And then, you might go on to assume that if this verse is not true, then the story of Elisha may not be true, either.  And if you take Elisha out of the Old Testament, you can very easily say that Elijah may not be a real person.
We aren’t dealing this morning with natural law.  We are dealing with the supernatural and I am telling you a story out of a book in which the miraculous is always happening.  It should be very easy to make an ax head float compared to holding the winds in your fist, and God can do that, too.  It should be very easy to make an ax head float compared to holding the seas in the hollow of your hand, and God can do that, too.  The ax head did float.  God said it in His Word, and God always speaks the truth.

The story goes something like this:  There was this small seminary near Jericho that had grown to the point where there had to be a building program started.  So the students in the seminary decide to go out to get some building material for its expansion.  It was a sort of cooperative project for the students as they are going along, are carrying axes, and with the axes, they begin cutting down trees for beams and lumber.  One of the students seems to be poorer than the others because he has a borrowed ax.  Maybe the ax was faulty or maybe the student was over-zealous.  Anyway, when he was chopping away, suddenly the ax head slipped of the handle, flipped into the water, and sank out of sight.  The embarrassed student turned to the man of God, who asked him, “Where did you drop it?”  The student showed him the place and the man of God cut down a stick and threw it into the water and the ax head floated up to the top of the water.
If this were the only instance of miracles in the Bible, I might question it, but the Bible is full of stories like this.  In the New Testament, there is the story of the woman who had been crippled for 18 years.  But one day, Jesus saw her stooped over and with all His divine power, said, "Woman, you are set free from your infirmity."  Then He put His hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God.
Most people are skeptical of miracles.  We hear about someone being healed and we want to see the evidence and then still doubt.  There are many obstacles to believing miracles.  Thomas said he would not believe unless he personally saw Jesus.  Later Jesus appeared to Thomas and he believed.  Some say the miracles in the Bible are only stories to illustrate a spiritual truth and that they did not actually happen.  Some say miracles used to happen but do not happen now.  Others say they do happen but only on rare occasions.

When I’m talking about miracles, I’m really talking about something that happens contrary to the known laws of nature.  Some people find a parking spot in a packed shopping center lot and praise God for a miracle.  They find a lost wallet or lost keys and praise God for the miracle.  If I were to hold a gloss of water above my head and drop it onto the floor, it should fall quickly and shatter on the floor.  But if it took a minute to fall to the floor or didn’t break when it hit, you would say that that is a miracle.  When a man who had been blind from birth suddenly saw when Jesus just tells him to, that is a miracle.  When Jesus walked on the water, that was a miracle.
Can intelligent people today seriously believe in the miracles of the Bible?  It comes down to this:  genuine faith in an all-powerful, all-knowing, and all-present God logically leads to at least the possibility of miracles.  Only disbelief in God dismisses the possibility of supernatural intervention.  If there is a God, then you can pretty much believe that miracles are possible.  If God can create a universe, then healing a blind man is probably child’s play.  If there is no God, then the whole idea of miracles is rather absurd.

So the real question is not whether miracles are possible, but whether there is a God and whether or not Jesus was the Son of God who exercised the power of God.  I think it makes more sense to believe in God than to believe that this universe simply sprang into existence out of nothing.  The universe doesn’t make sense without God.  Everything points to an all-powerful, all-knowing, all-loving, and merciful God.
Moses was involved in 32 miracles and Elisha was involved in 23 miracles.  In the New Testament, there are 46 miracles by Jesus and 226 by all the disciples.  Jesus said he was the bread of life and fed 5,000 men with a few loaves of bread and a few fish.  He said He was the light of the world and gave sight to a man who had been born blind.

By the way, no one during Jesus’ time ever denied His miracles.  They questioned His authority, but His worst enemies never refuted the legitimacy of His miracles.

So why don’t we see more miracles today?  I’m not talking about the kind you see performed by televangelists.  I’m talking about incontrovertible, no questions asked, in your face miracles like the ones in the Bible.  They were uncommon and special.

I believe that they’re still uncommon and special.  Why?  It’s not because we have less faith or that God is any less powerful, or loving.  The fact is that throughout history, there have been clusters of miracles.  Whenever God was unfolding a new chapter in the salvation story, there was a cluster of miracles to confirm the truth of His messengers.  There were extraordinary miracles in the time of Abraham and Moses when God made His covenants with them.  There were miracles in the days of the prophets as God was speaking to His people through them.  And the greatest cluster of miracles came in the days of Jesus and His apostles when God was making a new covenant.

One of the problems is that some people see God as someone who is a genie in a lamp that can be called on for a miracle at a moment’s notice.  We tend to look at God and His miracles in a very unbiblical way: we tend to see miracles as guarantees of safety.  We tend to believe that if we can only muster enough faith, eventually God will have to do what we want Him to do.  But we need to realize than God is wiser than we are and we should be grateful that He doesn’t do everything the way we want it.
We should look at miracles as signs of the kingdom of God – a kingdom where the blind see, the deaf hear, and the lame walk.  When Jesus fed the thousands, it was a sign that in His kingdom, no one will go spiritually hungry.  When he raises the dead, it was a sign that in His kingdom, death is powerless.

Jesus never met a disease He could not cure, a birth defect He could not reverse, and a demon He could not crush.  But he did meet skeptics He could not convince and sinners He could not convert.  Jesus won’t force himself on a stubborn heart.

To receive His forgiveness and healing requires that we bend our knees to him as Lord and Savior.  Until we stand in His presence on judgment day, He won’t force us to our knees.  But then it will be too late.  He didn’t come to earth to heal our bodies.  He came to heal our soul.  Our souls are much more important than our bodies.  Too often, we’re tormented because He won’t heal our bodies, and yet seldom are we tormented with our own sin.  Jesus has a different set of priorities that we do.  He focuses on what lasts forever.  Do you?
Perhaps the greatest miracle is the transformation of a sinner into a righteous man.  This requires a heart transplant and the death of the person to his old way of life.  This miracle occurs everyday.  Remember when you were born again into the kingdom of God?  That was a special miracle that occurred in your own life.  It was supernatural.  It was above the laws of nature.  It was God’s intervention from above.
