Storms in Life
Prayer

Scripture: Matt 14:22-27 They had just fed 5,000.  He could abundantly provide their needs.
22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd.  23 After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray.  When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but the boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. 

25 During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake.  26 When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified.  "It's a ghost," they said, and cried out in fear. 

27 But Jesus immediately said to them: "Take courage!  It is I. Don't be afraid."  

NIV

Christians want to know and to follow the will of God in their lives.  George Sistrunk story.

Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side of the lake.  Getting into the boat and going to the other side of the lake is doing God’s will.  Jesus is God.  These men were exactly doing what Jesus had told them to do.  They were in God’s will.  There is no question about that.

But being in God’s will does not always let us know our future.  We do not always know what will happen this afternoon because we are in God’s will this morning.

Jesus left them and went up a mountainside by himself to pray.  Then the storm comes.
You see, storms can come when we are in the will of God.  We may not always know when, where, how, or what about the coming storm, but we can expect storms to come in our lives when we are in God’s will.

Maybe we thought that when we are in God’s will, everything would be okay.  We will be protected from the evil one and from all of life’s trials, tribulations, and troubles.

Not all storms come when we are disobeying God.  Carol’s tragedies.  We may be at the very center of God’s perfect plan and will for our lives and a storm will come.

Encouragement: Even in our storms, God is with us.

Why didn’t Jesus invite the disciples to stay on the mountain with Him?  He wasn’t caught up in their storm.  He sent them into it while he was safe on a mountainside.  Why didn’t He have them just spend some time in prayer with him until the storm subsided?  No, God sent them out into a storm in their lives.  They were exactly in the center of God’s will.

Jesus came to them in the fourth watch.  Why did He wait?  There are four watches in the Jewish day: "evening," "midnight," "cockcrowing," and "morning".  These terminated respectively at 9:00 PM, midnight, 3:00 AM, and 6:00 AM.  Why did He wait until the last watch when it was early morning?  He knew He was coming so why not come at the first watch before the storm really got bad.
Sometimes God leaves us in storms to teach us.

He came in the fourth watch.  But to God, it may have been the first watch – right on time.  What may seem to us to be the fourth watch is exactly on time for God.
God puts us in storms sometimes, not always in sunlight.

So here they are: obedient, but in a terrible storm.  Verse 26 says they were terrified to see Him!  They didn’t recognize Him.  They thought they were seeing a ghost.  “It’s a ghost!”  “It’s a ghost!”  They cried out in fear.  Carol has fear.  Others have fear.
Sometimes when we are obeying God, He shows up and we don’t recognize Him!  We have made up our mind on how God should show up and sort of become gods ourselves.  In my case, at the end of Seminary, I had no idea what to do.  My mind was made up.

Sometimes Jesus may show up in our lives and we don’t recognize the Savior.

As we embark on this new journey together, you may be convinced that you are in God’s will.  Likely, you are obeying him in the very center of your life.  But there may be a storm appear out of nowhere and where is Jesus?  It’s the fourth watch and He finally lets you know He’s there with you.  You don’t recognize Him!  You were expecting Him to help you out of the storm some other way.  He seems not to hear your cries to Him.  We are often storm-tossed, perplexed, in despair.  The Savior seems far away.  But all the time He is praying for us.  When the night seems darkest, He is near at hand.  We often mistake Him even then and push the panic button.  Then we hear His comforting voice and remember that the waves that caused us to fear are under His feet.
When Peter preached on the day of Pentecost, he was filled with the Holy Spirit and there were 3,000 people who were saved.  When Steven preached at the Sanhedrin, he was filled with the Holy Spirit and there were a storm of 3,000 rocks that came down on him.

I pray that you will continue to seek God’s will in your life and that you will be obedient to it regardless of the storms that may come.  Jesus will also come, just at the right moment.

Pray
