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Gen 11:27-12:4
Gen 11:27-12:5

This is the account of Terah.  Terah became the father of Abram, Nahor, and Haran.  And Haran became the father of Lot.  While his father Terah was still alive, Haran died in Ur of the Chaldeans, in the land of his birth.  Abram and Nahor both married.  The name of Abram's wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor's wife was Milcah; she was the daughter of Haran, the father of both Milcah and Iscah.  Now Sarai was barren; she had no children.  Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, the wife of his son Abram, and together they set out from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to Canaan.  But when they came to Haran, they settled there.  Terah lived 205 years, and he died in Haran. 

The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people, and your father's household and go to the land I will show you.  "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."  So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him.  Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Haran.  He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there. 

NIV
Apart from Jesus Christ, Abraham is probably the most important person in the Bible.  His statue is greater than that of Moses, David, or Paul.  Yes, these were great men, and God used them in great ways, but each of them would have agreed without a doubt that Abraham was his father of faith.
In the Scripture today, we read of God’s promise to Abraham that he would be the father of many nations.  This was fulfilled both physically and spiritually.  On the physical side, he became the father of the Jewish people through whom the Messiah was born.  He also became the father of the many Arab tribes through his son Ishmael.  On the spiritual side, Abraham has become the father of a great host of believers whose numbers include countless millions of Christians.
The story of redemption begins with God’s call to Abraham.  He was the first man chosen by God for a role in the plan of redemption.  In his story, we see the first mention of God’s righteousness being imputed to man as the sole means of salvation.  Jesus’ genealogy is traced back to Abraham in Matthew.  An entire chapter of Romans is devoted to God’s dealings with Abraham to support the doctrine of justification by grace through faith.  Two chapters of Galatians refer to the life of Abraham to prove that salvation is apart from works.  One of the longest accounts in Hebrews is devoted to the life of faith lived by Abraham.  Faith was a part of Abraham’s life.

Yet there was absolutely nothing in Abraham that commended his to God.  God does not look down from heaven to find a person who has a bit of divine righteousness of a bit of faith and then say, “Oh, isn’t it wonderful!  I’ve found somebody with a bit of faith.  I think I’ll save him.”  When God looks down from heaven He sees that all men are without faith, and He passes a universal judgment: “Rom 3:10-12 "There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God.  All have turned away; they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one."  That included Abraham.
He came from a family of idol worshipers, and was undoubtedly an idol worshiper himself.  The book of Joshua when Joshua delivered his retirement speech, he reminded the Israelites that Terah and his family served idols.  Abraham came from the midst of a pagan ancestry and had once worshiped false gods.  Isaiah reminds his listeners that there is nothing in the Jewish ancestry that would comment them to God.  Finally, Abraham’s grandson Jacob fled to his granddad’s family where he met and married Leah and Rachel.  When Jacob and his wives left that place, Rachel stole idols from Abraham’s relatives who still cherished idols at least three generations after God had called Abraham.

But God chose Abraham to be the father of many nations.  Why did God chose Abraham and save him?  Simply because this was God’s will.  He chose Israel to be the nation through which He gave the Law and would one day send the Savior.  He didn’t choose Israel because it was more in number than any people, but because he loved them.  Why did He love them?  Because He loved them.  Whey did He choose them?  Because He chose them.  This isn’t human logic; it is divine logic.

This is the way God loved Abraham, and the way God loves us.  We are like 

Abraham.  There is nothing in us to commend us to God.  And yet God loves us.  Just as he sought Abraham, He seeks to draw us into fellowship with Himself.  People consider this an unpopular teaching, and men and women have always hated it.  They hated it in Christ’s day.  They hate it today.  And yet, in spite of the hatred of men, it is true.  No man ever seeks God.

God’s call to Abraham came before his faith came.  God called him when he was faithless and promised to bless him.  As a result, Abraham believed God and set out on the journey to Canaan.  Actually, the call came twice, once when he was in Ur of the Chaldees, and once, years later, when he was in Haran.

What is faith?  It is simply belief, and all men have the capacity for it.  They demonstrate it every day of their lives.  Saving faith is believing God and acting upon that belief.  Abraham had saving faith because he believed God when God revealed Himself, and he acted upon his belief by setting out for Canaan immediately.

Just as with Abraham, God calls us when we are hopelessly lost in sin and without knowledge of Him.  God’s call comes first.  And our response is nothing more than belief in God and in His promises.

But I just can’t believe!  I disagree.  We believe men, don’t we?  Every time we do anything that involves other people, we show faith in that person, sometimes one whom we may not even know.  What does God ask us to believe?  That we are lost without Him and that He as done everything through the death and resurrection of Jesus to save us both for this life and for the life to come.

But my faith is weak!  Even though I became a Christian, I falter all the time.  Of course, you will.  Abraham faltered.  When he was in Ur, God called Abraham to go to Canaan.  Ur was in the Mesopotamian river valley in southeast Iraq.  Canaan was west of the desert that divided them and on the Mediterranean Sea.  To obey God’s call, he had to leave Ur, travel north along the Euphrates River, cross the northern end of the Arabian Desert, and pass down along the Lebanese highlands, entering Canaan from the north.  This was a 1,000-mile journey.  But he stopped in Haran, a little Syrian town hundred’s of miles from Ur but still several 100 miles from Canaan.

He stayed in Haran until his father died.  When he finally left Haran, he was 75 years old.  Was his faith strong?  Not at this point in his life.  But God’s promises weren’t withdrawn.  His years in Haran were wasted because he didn’t grow in the Lord.  That happens to us.  Times come when we stop and sit down spiritually.  But we must not sit too long.  We need to confess our emptiness and yield to God’s repeated calls.

The first time Abraham was called, he obeyed.  But then he disobeyed and stopped at Haran.  Years later, God came again and said, “Leave your country and family and home and go to a place I will show you.  There I will make you a great nation and your name will be great and you will be a blessing to many.  This second call is also made to us.  He persists in His calling to us to get up out of the Haran where we are and move on.  God called Jonah a second time.  He does so with us.  God’s call to us comes twice, and if need be, a 100 times.  He calls us to follow Him.  But we are so prone to stop.  We have many Harans, Bathshebas, or ships to Tarshish in our lives.  And yet, God calls again and again.

Where are you?  Have you ever responded to God’s first call?  Is He calling you to believe in His Son Jesus Christ?  Have you stopped in Haran in your walk?  Maybe God has given you a command to do something and you have put it off.  You prefer to be where you are.  Blessing will never come to you until you obey God and do what He has called you to do.  Is He calling you a second time?  Take great joy in that.  Respond to Him and rejoice that you serve a God who will not abandon the work that He has once set out to accomplish in you.
