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2 Sam 23:15
2 Sam 23:15: "Oh, that someone would get me a drink of water from the well near the gate of Bethlehem!"

In the Old Testament, a well was a fortune.  When Caleb’s daughter was married and she received her inheritance from her father, he gave her land in the Negev.  Later when she asked for springs of water, Caleb gave her the upper and lower springs.  Then there are the wells of Abraham.  They were used to water cattle and fields and a weary traveler journeying across the plain.  But the Philistines stopped them up after Abraham’s death and the cattle had no place to drink, the fields withered, and the traveler had no place to be refreshed.  However, Isaac reopened the wells that had been dug by his father.
In the New Testament, we find another famous well mentioned.  It is Jacob’s well, only mentioned in the New Testament.  Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by Jacob’s well.  A Samaritan woman came to draw water and Jesus asked her, "Will you give me a drink?"  Then He tells her that the water He had to offer would become a spring of water welling up to eternal life."
I wish more of us could be like him.  He forgot his hunger and thirst and saw a lost soul and offered her eternal life.  But most of us have done very little in winning souls for Christ.

But the well of Bethlehem is the most interesting of all the wells in the Bible.  Its waters flowed out from it into a beautiful valley.  But there is another well of Bethlehem that satisfies so much that a person will never thirst again.  From it goes a stream of blessing to make the whole world rich.

David spoke of a well in 2 Sam 23:15: "Oh, that someone would get me a drink of water from the well near the gate of Bethlehem!”  I think that maybe David had this well in mind, also.  The story goes like this:  It is in this text that we learn about three of David’s mighty men who were waiting upon David when he was hiding in a cave listening to the sounds of battle.  It was here that he said, "Oh, that someone would get me a drink of water from the well near the gate of Bethlehem!"  The well of Bethlehem had been taken by the enemies of God’s people.  The three mighty men immediately left and made their way down the hillside, over the plain, and into the enemy’s camp.  So astonished were the enemies that they never lifted a hand to stop them, and making their way up to the well of Bethlehem, they dipped into the well of Bethlehem and hurried back again through the ranks of the enemy, up the hillside, and into the cave, placing the water before David.  But he refused to drink it; instead, he poured it out before the LORD.  This is the story and the setting for my sermon.

David is a picture of many Christians who are in gloom.  Why are so many Christians gloomy?  First of all, because they neglect God’s Word.  If you are not in the habit of studying God’s Word and its truths, you are drifting into gloom.  You need to study it every day, pray over it, meditate over it, live out the truth of it during the day, and pass what you have learned to someone else.  Many Christians have lost their grip of the Bible, and consequently, their passion for the lost.
There is another reason why so many Christians are gloomy.  It’s because of an inconsistent life.  There are many Christians who are Christian on Sunday and live inconsistently every other day in the week.  The time has come when it will not do for one to say he is a follower of Jesus Christ and oppress those under him and close his ears to the cries of the needy.  A consistent life is an absolute necessity.  If you are inconsistent, you will drift into a gloomy life.
There is still another reason why men are in the darkness, and it is because of secret sin.  Our secret sins are not hidden from God.  I have heard the stories of men tell the beginning, usually something small, and its awful end.  I know that every man who has a secret sin in his heart, or life, is in the gloom.

There are many reasons why we have lost power and are gloomy.  But I’d rather speak of our Savior who is ready to save or our Father who has perfect love.  God is ready to forgive you.  You can come out of the gloom of your life by coming back to Jesus.
You see, David wasn’t really thirsty when he asked for a drink from the well of Bethlehem.  He didn’t want water.  Maybe he heard the drip of water trickling down the sides of the cave and he may even have scooped up the water with his hand to quench his thirst, but I don’t believe he was thirsty.  I think David was having a gloomy day with the sounds of battle around him and enemies pursuing him.  I think his thoughts went back to the days when he was in Bethlehem or when he wrote the 23rd Psalm.  He wanted to be back in the old days where there would be no sound of battle, where he could drink and be satisfied, where he could hear God speak.

Oh, for the good old days!  I, too, would like to go back to the old days when the church had power, when people sitting in the pews looked up into the face of the preacher and listened to his word from God, when Christians loved God’s Book, and when they believed in prayer - prayer that lasted all day in some churches, when people believed in prayer.

I remember living with my grandmother and grandfather when I grew up.  My grandfather went to bed every night and prayed for 45 minutes.  He prayed for people and he prayed for animals.  He prayed aloud and it was okay if I went to his bedroom to listen to him.  In the past year, what is the longest prayer you have spoken to God?

I remember when family life was centered around the church, when you attended every function that occurred there: Sunday morning, Sunday evening, Wednesday night, etc.  The dozens of options a person has on a typical Sunday is overwhelming.  Carol and I don’t wake up on Sunday morning and ask each other, “Well, what do you want to do today?”

But, in spite of all the options, and in spite of all the challenges that face us (such as abortion laws and gay rights and no prayer in schools and same-sex marriage, God is still in control.  Nero was Caesar when Paul was a missionary and when many Christians were martyred because the refused to deny Christ.

Bethlehem's well - perhaps it represented an innocence he could never quite recapture.
