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Matthew 9:36

Matt 9:36

When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 

NIV
This message is not about what Jesus would do, but about what Jesus would see if He were to walk hand-in-hand with you.  As you will recall, He walked as a human being on the face of the earth.
Following His baptism by His cousin John the Baptist, the Spirit of God drove him out into the wasteland beyond all the villages, the nomads, and all water.  What did Jesus see?  He looked across the wilderness and saw that this was the place where the Israelites wandered and were tempted, where He had met their every need, where they had preferred to worship a golden calf rather than to deal with worshiping a God they could not see.

Then He saw a serpent approaching Him.  “So this is the one who came to my ancestor, Adam!”  He looked at the beautiful creature before Him.  And certainly, the serpent thought, “So this is God . . . in human form!  God, here, in my dimension, in my space and time, on my planet, incarnate inside a flimsy protection of blood, bone, and skin!  God, vulnerable!  God, killable!”
“Why not turn this stone into bread and eat?”

Jesus must have thought, “So this is how it feels to be a man tempted face-to-face by the tempter.  So this is how Adam felt that day in the garden.”

“Jump off this high part of the temple and watch the angels protect your fall”

Jesus must have seen 10,000 angels poised to protect Him at His slightest word if He jumped.
“I will give you all the kingdoms on earth if you will fall down and worship me.”
Jesus must have seen all the kingdoms - past, present, and future.  He would choose to worship the Lord, His God.
Adam had lost to Satan.  Israel had lost to Satan.  But Satan had been defeated by a man, Jesus.

One day he came upon a funeral procession in Nain.  There was a casket followed by mourners and wailers, and cries from family members.  Jesus stopped, looked, and saw what no one else could see: atop the casket was the death angel holding the child in its own domain.  They had not met since the Passover in Egypt two thousand years earlier.  Jesus reached down and touched the child, then looked intensely at the death angel, which fled.  The boy opened his eyes and sat up.

On another occasion, Jesus heard a long, mournful wail.  He found a young girl with long tangled hair and a twisted face, jerking and crying out horrors.  When Jesus looked at her, he saw what the others around her could not see.  He saw the loneliness, the pain, the scars, and the aged look upon one so young.  He saw hurt, terror, and a cry for help.  Past all of the outward horror, He saw the seven demons in her.  He also saw a soul in need of redemption.  But even deeper, he saw a lifeless thing, the human spirit, belonging to Him, but lying there cold and dead.  Deep inside her, He saw a beautiful girl.  Her spirit was destined to be made alive again!  He proclaimed, “She is not yours!”, and the evil spirits left her.  So did the twisted face, jerking, and wailing.  She had a sense of peace upon her face.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
What would you have seen in this girl?  What do you see in those around you?  We do not have the eyes or the insight of Jesus.  We look very closely at the external of a human being.  We see the unkind words and actions of others and often say, “What a horrible person!”  We even look at a person’s clothes, home, or car and judge him.
But inside every human being is a human spirit, often dead and cold, that was made in the image of God.  That spirit needs to become alive again.  You see, on the sixth day of creation and in His final act of creation, God reached down and scooped up a small handful of earth and, forming it into the shape of a human being, created the highest form of life upon the earth.  Then He breathed into the man’s nostrils the breath of life and the man became a living human being.  Surely, God was thinking of himself when He created man.  This creature was to rule the earth as surely as God, in whose image he was so obviously created, rules the heavens.  And unlike visible animals and invisible angels, but very like God, this creation could love.  And so it was, man and God, who could love.  Truly, man was created in the image of God.
He was created for the purpose of a relationship – a relationship between God and man.  Because we are humans, we have a special status before God.  We know this because we were the only creature made in God’s image.  He created us because he wanted to love us.  He created each of us as someone to love and he created us in turn to love him.  This is the basis of our relationship with God.  God created us and showers down his love on us, but he intends that we respond by in turn loving Him.  We love because he first loved us.
But what about that person in my life that I have to confront from time-to-time that I really don’t like?  I don’t really love him.  All I see is his bad character, his bad words, and his bad habits.  That’s him in a nutshell.  Well, that bad human being was also created in the image of God and needs love, too.  When Jesus looks at the person, He sees what others do not see.  Past all of the outward horror and meanness, he sees the demon in him.  He sees the loneliness, the pain, and the scars of life.  He also sees a soul in need of redemption.  But even deeper, He sees a lifeless thing, the human spirit, belonging to Him, but lying there cold and dead.  Deep inside this human being, he sees a beautiful person whose spirit is destined to be made alive again!  And when he sees the crowds, he has compassion on them, because they are harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.

I hope each of us can learn to get past the exterior of a person and recognize that a part of God exists deep within the person, struggling to survive in life.  I pray that each of us will see what Jesus sees and have compassion, to be stirred up with feeling for others.
