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The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.
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But what is a Christian?  We hear about people being called Hezbollah and Shiites and Sunni and Hindu and Buddhists.  So what is a Christian?  If you were asked to give a definition of a Christian, what would your answer be?

· It isn’t enough to say a Christian is one who is a member of the Church, because many Church members are not Christians.
· It isn’t enough to say that I Christian is one who is an officer of the Church because some deacons and elders will hear Jesus say, “I never knew you.”

· It isn’t enough to say one is a Christian because he in a pastor in the Church because we are sure that when we come to the judgment of Christ, some who have stood in the pulpit will find that their works have all been burned.

So what is a Christian?  I knew a person who said that he was a Christian, but that his grandfather was a Confucianist.  I know that a Confucianist is one who believes in Confucius as a great teacher.  He recognizes Confucius as a sage and a teacher who presented the world with some very high ideals of living.  He may even try to practice the teachings of his great teacher.  But if I were to change that definition and insert the name of Jesus, that would not be the definition of a Christian.  So what is a Christian?

Some one will answer, “A Christian is one who believes in Jesus Christ.”  But not necessarily.  Satan believes in Him.  Many ordinary wicked men believe in Him.  You may believe in Him and never know Him.  Then, you say, a Christian is one who believes on Jesus Christ, and those of us who are Christians, who know God’s Word, and have come to know Jesus Christ, will say that that definition is satisfactory.

What is the difference between believing in and believing on?  Tell story about cleaning out well.  The rope is strong, the pulley is perfect, and the bucket is well built.  That is believing in them.  But that did not lower me into the well until I grabbed hold of the rope and stepped into the bucket and trusted myself to the bucket and rope and pulley.  Only then did I trust not in, but on, because I had committed myself to the rope and bucket and pulley.  That is the beginning of the definition of what it really means to be a Christian.  It is to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.

But even that is not a satisfactory definition to the man whose understanding is defective and who has a tendency to doubt and who is seeking light because he does not attach as much importance to the little words in the Bible as we do who have come to know Jesus Christ in all His love and power.  What is a Christian, then?
One might say that a Christian is one who tries to base his life on Christ’s life.  This sounds pretty good, but that requires a lot of personal effort to live the ideals of Christ or to try attain to them.  What is a Christian?
· A Christian is not of necessity one who says that his family is Christian.  Blood relationships do not insure salvation.  Your mother may have been a saint and your father may have been the priest of his home, and you may be lost.  My mother’s faith cannot save me and my father’s righteousness cannot be imputed to me.

· A Christian is not of necessity one who subscribes to a creed.  Some people may be very orthodox in their thinking but very unorthodox in their living.  You may agree with a churches statement of faith and end up in Hell.

· A Christian is not of necessity some one who has spent every Sunday in church and attended youth camps and Sunday school and Bible study.

· A Christian is not of necessity one who uses Godlike phrases and language since Christianity is not a matter of talking, but a matter of living.

· A Christian is not simply one who claims membership in a Church.  You can join all the churches in the world and never know God.
What then is a Christian?  The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.  Why?  Because they must have reminded them of Jesus.  This may be a very simple definition to start with.  If you are reminding your household of Jesus, if you are reminding your wife of Jesus, if the look in your eye or the touch of your hand or the ring of your voice reflects Jesus, then I will enjoy being around you because I believe you have come to know Him.  A Christian is one who responds to Christ.
To become a Christian, there has to be a sense of need, of an appreciation of Jesus, a turning to Jesus, a yielding to Him, and finally, an accepting of Him by faith what He offers.  When Christ’s life comes in, then you live in an entirely new world under different conditions.  You can lift up you eyes to heaven and say, “Abba, Father,” and you know him.  That person will hate evil and long to see Jesus, to think of Him, to listen to His Word, to yield to Him, and to obey Him.
Have you ever considered Jesus?  There is no question about whether Jesus lived or not.  We know that He existed.  Have you ever considered Him?  There can never be harmony in your life or in our thoughts until Christ is the center of your life and thoughts.

You may say, “But I don’t know Jesus.”  Then I would ask, “Have you ever really faced Christ?  Have you been fair to Christ?  Have you been trifling with Christ?”  You don’t accept Jesus as you would treat buying a piece of land – to take Him, or not, as you please.  Did you give as much time to the Words of Jesus as you do to Joseph Smith (if you are a Mormon) or to Mary Baker Eddy (if you are a Christian Scientists) or Charles Taze Russell (if you are a Jehovah’s Witness)?  Have you ever been as faithful in practicing the precepts of Jesus as you are in practicing the things written by Joseph Smith?  Have you been fair to Jesus?
Men speak of Alexander the Great, of Charlemagne the Great, and of Napoleon the Great, but they never speak of Jesus the great.  They just say ‘Jesus.’  Yet His name is great.

· He was great in His birth.  The heavens hung out their brightest star to mark His birthplace.  The angel choir sang of Him.  Wise men came to worship Him.

· He is great in His power.  He speaks and devils obey him, disease is gone, death is overcome.  But you have trifled with Him.  That is the reason you are not a Christian.

· He is great in His influence.  He lived 33 years on earth but has done more than all the philosophers of the ages to make life worth living, to make manhood strong and womanhood beautiful.
· He is great in His message.  “Come to me all that labor and are heavy burdened and I will give you rest” or “If I am lifted up, I will draw all men to me.”  Have you been fair to Jesus?

So how do I overcome this doubt?  How do I become a Christian?

· Recognize your need for Christ.  Nothing else can satisfy you but Christ.  Christ can satisfy your need.
· Recognize your sin.  Remember that your sin is the sin that you have permitted, that you have enjoyed, that is mastering you.
· Accept the fact of Christ.  Then accept the statements He makes to you about forgiveness.
· Believe on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.
If you are a doubter or a skeptic, let me speak to you.  For the man who asks, “What must I do to be a Christian?”  I would suggest two things.  First, just for the time being, put aside your doubts.  Be honest and fair about it, and accept the Bible’s statement as true.  Just start with that, even though you cannot understand it.  This book has stood the test of time.  So just accept the Bible as true, even though you cannot explain it.

Then begin with the very least statement of Christian truth and live it.  Even though you may have no conception of God and none of Christ, you will have a great sense of need.  Just acknowledge that God is!  Start with that.  Just acknowledge that Jesus is the Son of God and believe that He is.  Then begin to live what Jesus tells you to live.  Live it with your husband or wife, with your children, with your friends.  Your faith will become strong, you will come to know God, you will come to see Christ, and to know that you are a Christian.
