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Romans 1:16
Rom 1:16

I am not ashamed of the gospel

NIV

The first chapter of Romans provides us with the best description in the Bible of the unregenerate human heart.  But here, right in the middle of all of this darkness, we find a jewel of a statement: “I am not ashamed of the gospel.”  Paul realized the power of the gospel to overcome sin and was ready to take it to Rome.  He knew that the man filled with sin would be set free.  “Gospel” means “Good news.”  It is good news to the man who is caught up in lust.  It is good news to the woman who is overtaken with a fault.  It is good news for the man who is hopeless.  It is the greatest news a world filled with sin could ever hear and the lost man could ever receive.
Five years ago tomorrow on September 11, 2001, many of us heard “bad news.”  The heart of our nation had been attacked and many felt hopeless.  The churches in America began to burst at their seams as folks streamed into them looking for hope.  But today, there is even worse news.  Five years later, most of those people have returned to the world and its ways, as hopeless as they were then.  What happened?  How did the church fail to provide hope for them?  Perhaps it’s because we are ashamed of the gospel.

Paul was not ashamed of the glorious Gospel of Christ!  
Paul was...
...Imprisoned in Philippi, chased out of Thessalonica, smuggled out of Damascus and Berea, laughed at in Athens, considered a fool at Corinth, and declared a blasphemer and lawbreaker in Jerusalem.  He was stoned and left for dead at Lystra.  He was never intimidated, but ready and eager to preach at Rome, the capital of sin and paganism, and he was not ashamed of the Gospel.
I wonder if there has ever been a stronger statement than this: “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ.”  These words are marvelous.  Take the word “Gospel.”  I may be called to preach the simple gospel, but it is not simple.  It is the greatest truth the world has ever heard.  Angels stand in wonder over it.  The saints in glory sing about it.  It is the most wonderful story that we could ever hear.
The next word is “Christ.”  “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ.”  His anointed name is “Christ.”  His earthly name is “Jesus.”  He redeemed us by How own blood.
The next word in this verse that I want to stop and look at is “Power.”  It is the power of God unto salvation to everyone who believes.  It is the power of God.  No matter how bad you sin may be or how strong your doubt is, if you give this Gospel a chance, it will break you of your sin and doubt.

The next word is “Salvation.”  It is the power of God unto salvation.  He saved us from the penalty of sin.  He is saving us now from the power of sin.  He will save us from the presence of sin.  Salvation comes because of the death of Jesus and our acceptance of Him.

First of all, in His life He is our example.  Not a pattern – a thing that must be reproduced exactly.  An example is that which may be reproduced in spirit.  He left us an example.  In His life, He is our example.
But that is not all.  In His death, He is our Redeemer.  The wages of sin is death.  This still stands true today.  Christ died for our sins.  He paid the penalty.  He suffered for us in our stead.  There is no other way to be saved.  In His death, He is our Redeemer.

But that is not all of the Gospel.  In his burial, he is our scapegoat.  He is the one in whom the sins of the world were placed.  He became the scapegoat bearing my sins as for as the east is from the west, into the depths of the sea they were cast.  In his burial, He is our scapegoat.

But that is not all of the gospel.  In His coming, He is our Hope.  Today when people’s hearts are breaking, when our nation seems so far from God, when we see men and children unjustly treated, when we see men’s plans fail.  We can lift our head and say, “Come now, Lord Jesus, come quickly.  In His coming, He is our Hope.

And so may we all say, “I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ.”
CONCLUSION:

I have the Holy Spirit’s power.
The die has been cast.
I have stepped over the line.
The decision has been made.
I am a disciple of His.
I won’t look back, slow down, back away, or be still.
My past is redeemed, my present makes sense, my future is secure.
I am finished and done with low living, side walking, small planning, smooth knees, colorless dreams, same visions, mundane talking, chincy giving, and dwarf goals.
I no longer need preeminence, prosperity, promotions, positions, plaudits, or popularity.
I don’t have to be right, first, tops, recognized, regarded, rewarded, or praised.
I now live by present, lean by faith, walk by patience, lift by prayer, and labor by power.
My face is set, my gate is fast, my goal is heaven, my road is narrow, my way is rough, my companions few, my Guide reliable, my mission is clear.
I cannot be bought, compromised, lured, manipulated, enticed, or bribed.
I will not flinch in the face of sacrifice, hesitate in the presence of the Adversary, negotiate at the table of the Enemy, ponder at the pool of popularity, or meander in the maze of mediocrity.
I won’t give up, shut up, or let up until I’ve stayed up, prayed up, and preached for the cause for Christ.
I am a disciple of His.
I must go until He comes, give until I drop, preach until all know, work until He stops me.
And when He comes back, He will have no problem recognizing me.  
For I have forgotten all that is in the past, I’m pressing on for the prize, the high calling of my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
My colors are clear.
I am a disciple of His!
Will you say, “Amen” or “Oh, me.”
INVITATION:

When people know that we are Christians, and when we are asked about Jesus, into which category do we put him?  Are we proud to be a friend of Jesus?  Do we boast about Jesus?  Or do we shuffle in embarrassment?  Do we hope that no one else is listening?

Who is Jesus to you?  One to be seen with, or one to keep under wraps?  One to speak about with joy, or one to never mention?  Is Jesus a friend that you are aching to introduce to others?


Will the world come to us again as they did following 9-11 and leave disheartened or will they see Jesus in us and want to be a part of Him?

