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As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging.  When he heard the crowd going by, he asked what was happening.  They told him, "Jesus of Nazareth is passing by." 

He called out, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" 

Those who led the way rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" 

Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be brought to him.  When he came near, Jesus asked him, "What do you want me to do for you?" 

"Lord, I want to see," he replied. 

Jesus said to him, "Receive your sight; your faith has healed you."  Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus, praising God.  When all the people saw it, they also praised God. 

Jesus is going through Jericho for the last time.  He has set His face toward Jerusalem and the cross!  In just a few hours, He will be sitting at the table of Mary, Martha, & Lazarus.  It will not be long until He sits in the Upper Room!  It won’t be long until sweat, as drops of blood, will drop from His brow in Gethsemane.  In just a little while, He will be tried in a mock trial.  It won’t be long until the cat-o’-nine tails will pierce the flesh of His back & make it impossible to know that He is even a human being.  He is going through Jericho for the last time!


As He comes through Jericho, great crowds gather to see Him.  His fame has traveled all over Palestine!  It has been said of Him over all the land, "This man can cause blind eyes to see, deaf ears to hear, still the waves & calm the storm."  This man causes people with leprosy to be cleansed.  This man heals the sick!  This man raises the dead!  All over Palestine, it has been told that our Lord performs miracles!  Everywhere He goes, people rush to see Jesus from Nazareth and throng to His side!  How quickly the people of cities and villages began to stir when the rumor reached them!  What a curiosity there would be to see him, knowing that his fame was everywhere!  What an eagerness to get close enough to hear him!  What an intense anxiety on the part of some to go themselves, and of others to take their sick family members and friends that they might be healed!  There was enough in those words to make men leave their farms and their stores, their work and their pleasures, that they might feast their eyes and ears with the sight of his face and the sound of his voice.
He now comes through Jericho and the crowds rush to see Him!  This road was always busy with beggars.  There is a blind and poor man named Bartimaeus sitting along the road between Jericho and Jerusalem.  He is begging.  He doesn’t know why there is all the commotion.  He hears the people as they near him.  He looks up and says, "What’s happening?  Why all the commotion?  What’s all the rush and noise about?”  The people tell him these words: "Jesus of Nazareth is passing by."  I want you to catch the spiritual significance of these words.  If you heard them, you would rise up and shake off your laziness.  You would be eager to greet His presence, and anxious to learn His doctrine.
The blind man said, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me."  But the disciples said, "Don’t do that, leave Him alone!"  They rebuked the man.  The blind man pressed them even more, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me.”  The more they tried to hush him, the more he shouted, "Jesus, Son of David ..."  I think Jesus turned to look into the sightless eyes of Bartimaeus and had mercy on him and by a word gave him sight, and the man was marvelously healed!

It’s not possible to say much more than this in the introduction, but I need to add that Jesus of Nazareth is still passing by.  He is the central figure of history, the inspiration for righteous living, the strength of true character building, and our only hope for now and eternity.  Jesus of Nazareth is still passing by.  Our text is taken from a little narrative of a blind man who sat by the side of a highway begging - not exactly a picture of you, my friends.  But are you not as blind and poor spiritually as he was literally?  I’m sure you will at once confess that you are blind.  Your eyes of understanding are dim; your heart is in darkness.  You can’t see what you want to see.  You do not even see your sin, so you aren’t interested in repentance.  You haven’t seen the power of the precious blood of Jesus to believe in it for salvation.  While you are as blind, I’m sure you will not be grieved with me if I say, too, that you are as poor as Bartimeaus.  His was financial poverty, but yours is poverty of the soul.
A man insults his own intelligence if he doesn’t at least consider Him.  He had only to reach out His hands and the lame were healed.  He had only to speak and the blind could see.  He had only to look and the sick rejoiced.  One can imagine that as He passed through the land, those people ahead of Him were all suffering, and those behind Him were all leaping with joy and praising God.  We know Him by what He said, by what He did, and by what He was.

I challenge any nonbeliever to take the Bible and read all of the words of it about Jesus.  If he can find one single sentence that represents Him in any other way than as the most marvelous of teachers, as any other that the Son of God, as any other than God Himself, then I will agree to turn away from my belief about Him and take the nonbeliever’s position.  But if the nonbeliever considers the words of Jesus honestly and sincerely, then he will likely become a believer.  Jesus of Nazareth is still passing by.
In fact, where is He at this moment?  He is sitting at the right hand of God because his work of redemption is finished.  Then all you have to do to accept God’s offer of mercy and enter into that finished work is to come with your sins and doubts, with or without emotion, with or without feeling, but come.
But I said Jesus of Nazareth is still passing by and the Bible says that He is seated at the right hand of God.  That seems like a contradiction.  Here is the explanation: John 14:16-17 “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— the Spirit of truth.  The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him.  But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.”  Then He adds, “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.”  So He is seated at the right hand of the Father and He is here.  He is here in the third Person of the Trinity.  He is here in the praise music, here is the prayer time, here in the communion, He is here in the gospel message, and He is here in the very atmosphere in this very place.  This is holy ground.
When Jesus passes by you, you will hear Him saying, “Come, and follow me” as he did to Peter and Andrew and to the rich, young ruler.  You will hear Him saying, "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” as he does to every lost person.  You will hear it in the ticking of your clock, in your footsteps, in the beating of your heart.  Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.  You are feeling Jesus of Nazareth as he passes by.
Bartimeaus was groping there in his darkness, and there were three things about him that we need to understand:

· The first is this – he needed Jesus; he couldn’t see, nor can you if you are lost.  You have been troubled with doubt about the existence of God, you question the inspiration of the Bible, and you doubt that Jesus is God.  You cannot see.  The things of God are not intellectually discerned first; they are spiritually discerned; you can’t weigh this out in your mind or understand it with your intellect – it isn’t that that saves you.  It is acceptance of Jesus in faith.  Jesus may have been slowly passing by you-halting, pausing, giving you space if perhaps you would call to him for mercy.  But that passing by may soon be over; the candle of your life may be blown out.
· Secondly, he could only feel his way, but he knew that he wanted the Savior.  That is the experience of every nonbeliever, though he may not admit it.  The pleasures of the world can’t satisfy him, sin has troubled him, and he has an ache in his heart.  Every nonbeliever knows deep inside that he wishes he knew Jesus.  Nonetheless, the blind man had to seek Jesus to have his eyes opened.  Yet this man is a picture of what we should be if we desire to be saved.  He listened attentively.  He could not see, but he had ears.  He could catch the sound of footsteps.  The silence that was broken by crowds coming along the road to Jericho was peculiar, the noise was of an unusual sort, and the tone of voices far different from those he was used to hearing.  He listened with all his ears.  So, whenever the gospel is preached, do not give it merely such a hearing as you might give to an ordinary story that is told you; but hear it as God's word, hear it with bated breath and profound reverence; drink it in like the parched earth drinks in the shower.  I believe attentive hearers are the most likely people to get the blessing.
· Thirdly, the only thing that he could do was to step out into the darkness, into the unknown.  Bartimeaus couldn’t see.  When he had asked the question, and had been told that Jesus of Nazareth passed by, notice what he did next, he began to pray.  We are told that he cried.  His cry was a prayer, and his prayer was a cry.  He could only feel, and when he stepped out into the darkness in prayer, Jesus gave him sight.  You may not be able to understand all of this, so you have to step out by faith.  You may not be able to explain the mysteries of the Bible, but step out by faith, and at that moment, you will be saved.

Now, if you desire salvation, and have begun to pray, Satan will say, "Ah, it’s of no use; be quiet!”  The flesh will say, "Why this fuss about being saved now?  There is still enough time.”  Procrastination will come in and say, "When you grow old then it will be time to begin to seek the Lord.”  A thousand difficulties will be suggested, but, if thou are indeed set upon being saved, you will say to all these: "Stand back!  I cannot and will not be silenced by you.

For the blind man, it was now or never, for He is passing by.  He has come up to where you are.

You can be indifferent to Jesus, the Savior of your mother and the friend of your father, you can reject Jesus, or your can accept Him.  Accept Him now, with all your doubts and all your sins.  Take Him and He will blot out your sins.  Jesus of Nazareth is passing by. 
