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This morning we’re going to look at Easter through the eyes of some of those who were there that first Easter.

The first eyes we will look through are the eyes of the disciples.  Jesus knew His purpose form birth.  At age 12, He told His parents that He had to be about His father’s business (Luke 2:49: "Why were you searching for me?”  He asked.  "Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?").  He had been telling the disciples repeatedly about His death and resurrection and preparing them for what was to come.  He had ministered in the cities around Jerusalem and now He set His face to go to Jerusalem where He would give up His life.

Place yourself there with the disciples and look at these last days through their eyes.  Would you be like Philip, always analyzing the situation? “It would take 8 month’s wages to feed 5,000 people.”  Or, like Peter, the outspoken one of the disciples?  Or, maybe like Andrew, always bringing someone to Jesus?

The disciples didn’t understand what was going to happen.  I don’t understand all there is to know about God.  But I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I believe unto Him until that day.  We must trust God even if we don’t understand it all.  Abraham trusted God.  You may be here today having a difficult time understanding everything that is going on in your life.  God calls you to trust Him.

The disciples didn’t want to let go of Jesus.  When they came to arrest Jesus, Peter was ready to fight it out.  He probably went for Malchus’s head but only cut off his ear.  The fact is the hour had come that Jesus was preparing His disciples for, yet they weren’t ready to let go.  They had given up their careers to follow Jesus, had seen the sick being healed and even the dead raised.  They just weren’t ready for Jesus to go.  Sometimes we have to let go of old ways, humble ourselves, and admit that we are hanging on to the wrong things.  Only after Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension did the disciples radically change when the Holy Spirit came upon them.
The next eyes we will look through are the eyes of Barabbas.  There really isn’t much to say about Barabbas.  When I grew up, the bad guy always was caught and justice was served.  Not so today.  And not so when Jesus walked on this earth.

Jesus had been arrested and brought before the high priest, the scribes, and the elders, but they did not have power to put a man to death.  They had arrested Him for blasphemy (He claimed to be God).  For the Romans to execute Jesus, they charged Him with treason, claiming to be king.  Pilate had no interest in dealing with Jesus, but the mob was demanding that Jesus be crucified.  Then Pilate thought he had come up with a plan to make the people release Jesus.  He remembered Barabbas who was being held in prison.  Barabbas was a notorious prisoner (Matt 27:15), murderer (Mark 15:7), and a robber (John 18:40).  You can see that Barabbas was an evil man who had committed grievous sin in his life.
The prison was only about one-quarter mile away from where Jesus was being tried.  So all Barabbas can hear is the crowd.  He can’t hear what Pilate was saying.  Pilate was asking the crowd which man they wanted him to release.  The crowd shouted, “Barabbas!”  Pilate then asked the crowd what they wanted to do with Jesus.  “Crucify Him!  Crucify Him!” they shouted.  From what Barabbas can hear, he thinks he about to be crucified.  Then they come to open up the cell to get Barabbas and as they do, they tell him that he is now free to go.  “Free to GO?”  “Yes, someone else is dying today in your place.

Barabbas was a sinner.  Whether we want to admit it or not Barabbas identifies every one of us (Romans 3:23: For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God).  And just like Barabbas, we were sitting bound in prison with a death sentence placed on us.  Barabbas deserved to be punished because he was a murderer and a thief.  When Adam and Eve disobeyed God, a death sentence was placed on all humanity, passed down to you and me.

Barabbas discovered redemption.  When Jesus went to the cross, he took all of our sins and all of the Father’s punishment for our sins.  God treated Jesus on the cross as if He had committed all the sins of the world.  Yet he never committed one sin.  What Barabbas discovered that day was God’s grace and how amazing the grace of God is.

Now lets look through the eyes of the thief: The account of Jesus being crucified with two thieves is in Matt 27:44: In the same way, the robbers who were crucified with him also heaped insults on him.  There was a thief on each side of Jesus (Isa 53:12: He poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors.  For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.  The thieves were bad men, the worst of the worst.  Here they are ridiculing Jesus, as were the soldiers and the people watching.

But then there was a revival service.  One of the thieves had a change of mind when he looked at Jesus.  For us to have a revival, we must change our minds about ourselves.  While hanging on the cross, one of the thieves changed his mind about himself.  He saw himself as a sinner.  He acknowledged that he was a bad person.  Just moments before, he had mocked Jesus.  But before his mind changed, he probably thought he was okay, but had grown up in the wrong home or on the wrong side of town.  Do we make all these excuses about ourselves?  Now he realized that he was a sinner and deserved to die. 
He changed his mind about God (Prov 9:10: The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding).

He also changed his mind about prayer.  He turned to Jesus and said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom” (Luke 23:42).  Prayer had now become very important in his life.  Peter was released from prison because of prayer.  Our church is a praying church.

He changed his mind about eternity.  Now he is thinking about life beyond the grave.  If we are to have revival, we must understand the seriousness of eternity.  It never ends.  And those who do not know Jesus will not have a second chance after death.
Now let’s look at Easter through the eyes of Jesus:  The very purpose of Jesus being born was fulfilled on Easter weekend 2,000 years ago.  It is the message we observe every week at communion: the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  It is shown in the baptism of new believers.

From day one, Jesus had His eyes on the cross of Calvary.  You can tell a lot about a man by his words.  Let’s look at some of the words of Jesus during the last hours of His life.

“Father, forgive them” Jesus wasn’t two-faced.  Some people act differently on Sunday than they do on Monday.  Jesus was who He said He was.  When He preached to the disciples and told them to turn the other cheek, when they hit Him, He turned the other cheek.  When He preached forgiveness, He forgave, when He preached love, He loved.  When He preached compassion, He healed the sick.

Without God’s forgiveness, none of us would go to heaven.  Because Jesus forgave, we should, also.  Life is too short to hold a grudge against someone.  If we would forgive as Jesus forgave, we would live happier, fulfilled lives.  Easter is about forgiveness: God’s forgiveness to man and our forgiveness to one another.  Jesus forgave the thief on the cross.
“Behold your son.”  “Behold your mother.”  This statement shows the compassion the Jesus had, not only for His mother, but also for John.  At a time when most would have been concerned about themselves, Jesus was concerned about His mother and John.  Easter is about compassion, God’s compassion for mankind.  It is about us becoming people of compassion for the lost world.

“I thirst.”  This statement shows us that Jesus had a human need for water.  Jesus was not only the very son of God; He was also the son of man.  He was 100% God and 100% man.  He felt the physical pane of the cross just as you and I would.  He took the wrath of God upon Himself so we wouldn’t have to.  The one who changed water into wine, the one who told the woman at the well He had living water, the one who created oceans and rivers asked for a drink.

“It is finished.”  He finished what He started.  This is not a shout of defeat, but a shout of victory, a shout of triumph.  These words aren’t about the end of His life, but the completion of His task.  The purpose of His hour had been completed.  Easter is about the work of Christ being finished.

Finally, let’s look at Easter through our eyes: The crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ is the most documented fact in history (1 Cor 15:5-8: He appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve.  After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.  Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born).

Because Jesus is alive, I can have hope today.  So many people go through life without hope.  The women who came to the tomb feeling hopeless left with great joy.  Jesus came that we might have abundant life, life with purpose.
Because of Easter, I can experience life that overcomes death.  Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we’ve been given a brand new life and have everything to live for.

Because of Easter, I can experience purpose that replaces emptiness.  God created us anew in Jesus so we can do the good things He planned for us long age.

If Easter truly is the focal point in history, then we have a choice to make: Believe in Jesus, or dismiss Him, accept His claim, or reject Him.  There is no middle ground.  We all have to make that choice.
