How Do You Get Faith

Romans 8:17
February 11, 2007
Rom 10:17
So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.

It is difficult for men to understand that salvation is not by works, but entirely by grace, that it isn't given to men as the reward for their efforts, but is given freely by simple faith in Jesus Christ.  There will always be some who misunderstand.  But when men are taught the Word to see the forgiveness of their sins, and that the acceptance of their souls does not lie with their works, another difficulty arises: they say, "What is this faith that you speak about?”  When we assure them that it is a simple trust in the finished work of Christ, then they say, "How do we get this faith?  How can we get this confidence?”  To us who have faith, this question is easy to answer, for when we heard the news of  salvation, forgiveness of our sins, and acceptance for the ungodly simply upon believing in Jesus, we believed, and we trusted in him, and we continue to trust Him, and we have joy and peace.

We see far more reasons to belief than to doubt.  Yet there are thousands who ask, “How do I get this faith?”  Our text has the answer, in fact, a complete answer.  “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.”  “But faith is the work of the Holy Spirit, is it not?”  Certainly.  "And it is given by the Spirit to God's own chosen?”  Yes; yet, it wasn’t necessary for the apostle to mention those facts here.  Some people always want a deep study in every sermon, but it isn’t necessary.  It was unnecessary for him to mention all of this here.  It may puzzle rather than help the person if we go into too much detail.  For instance, if I am thirsty, how do I quench my thirst?  With a glass of water.  But how can I get water?  You could tell me to go to the kitchen sink or the water fountain.  There is no need to explain to me that the water is supplied by a well, and forced to the kitchen faucet by submersed pumps.  Nor do you need to trace the water to the clouds, and to talk about vapor formed by the skill and wisdom of God.  Practically, to the thirsty man all you want to say is, "There's the water, drink it.”
A man is hungry, and he asks you, "How can I get some bread?”  "Go to HEB," you say.  The answer is complete enough.  If he wants a larger explanation of how bread is made, we can give it to him at another time when he isn’t so hungry; we can tell him how the wheat is sown in the ground, and how by mysterious processes of nature it germinates, grows, and ripens; we can trace it from the reaper to the thresher, and from the thresher to the mill, and we will also show that daily bread is as much a gift from heaven as the manna which dropped down to the hungry Israelites in the wilderness.  But it isn’t necessary that we should go into all those details.  And when you are dealing with a lost person, it’s okay to say to him, "Faith cometh by hearing".
THE WAY WHICH FAITH COMES TO MEN.

"Faith cometh by hearing."  It doesn’t come by any other process than by hearing;-not by any mysterious and strange method, but by the most simple and natural mode, namely, by the hearing of the Word.
Some imagine that faith comes by heredity.  So, in some churches, birthright membership is thought to be a proper, and the child of a Christian is thought to be a Christian.  The Christian nature is not transferred from father to son like a temperament or good looks.  The fact is that nothing spiritual is inherited.  Our children, even if we are strong Christians, will still be sinners.  No matter how strong the professing Christian is, his child must by himself become a personal believer in Jesus.

Some think that a baby can become a Christian by baptism.  But where is the faith?  Rest assured that as faith does not come from a parent; neither can it be produced by baptism.  It comes in one way, and in one way only in every case, and that is, by the hearing of the Word.  To every person, you must hear as well as others, and you must believe as the result of that hearing as well as others, or else you will remain lost and condemned.  Faith cannot be washed into us by immersion, nor sprinkled upon us in christening; it is not to be poured into us from a chalice, nor generated in us by a consecrated piece of bread.  There is no magic about it; it comes by hearing the Word of God, and by that way only.

Faith doth not come by feeling, but through faith comes a holy feeling, and the more a man walks in faith, the more he will feel and enjoy the light of God's presence.  Faith has something more solid to stand on than those ever-changing feelings which are like the weather.  You may get feeling from faith, but it will be hard to find any faith that is worth the having if you try to get it from feelings.

Some think that faith comes to men by dreams and visions.  It is surprising how a belief in these things lingers today; the notion is still current that if you dream of seeing Jesus, or fancy you have seen him while awake, or if a passage of Scripture strikes you, or if you hear or imagine that you hear a voice speaking to you, you are then a believer.  But faith in Christ is like faith in anyone else, it comes to us by the same kind of mental processes, and is based on simple principles and plain fact, and needs no vision or dream.  Though you see all the angels in heaven, it would not prove that you would go to heaven, any more than my having seen the Pope would be proof that I will be made a Cardinal.  Things which are seen do not save, because things that are seen are temporal, and cannot work eternal salvation.  Moreover, men saw Christ, and pierced him and blasphemed him.  Visions have been seen by heathens like Nebuchadnezzar, and angels have appeared to bad men like Balsam who, though he cried out, "Let me die the death of the righteous", he died fighting against God.  True faith has a more solid basis than the fleeting fancies of the mind.

Notice, too, that it does not say in the text that faith comes through the eloquence, earnestness, or any other quality of the preacher.  Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word, not of man, but of God.  The Word of God is the substance of preaching; it is by the hearing of God's Word, and not by any thing else that saving faith comes.  I may hear a man preach the gospel with all the eloquence that can be commanded, yet if my faith comes to me because the man spoke pathetically, or poetically, or argumentatively, or rhetorically, it is a poor miserable faith; being born of the power of the flesh, it will die, and so prove itself unlike the faith which comes from the Word of God.  On the other hand, I may hope for faith if I am listening to the true gospel, the very Word of God, though the man who speaks it may be stammering, and his voice may be disagreeable to my ear, and there may be much about his manner that I don’t like.  If he preaches truth it is by hearing not him, but by hearing the Word of God, that I shall come to faith.  I desire, as a preacher, to feel that it is not my word but God's Word that saves souls.  The theory now is that all preachers worth hearing must be profound and entertaining.  The thoughts of God and not the thoughts of man will save souls.  The truth of God should be spoken simply.  I say the Word of God delivered as we find it is that which brings faith to men.  Don’t look for that which tickles your ear, but that which your conscience approves as consistent with the Word of God.  Hear what God speaks, and hear nothing else.
The expression "by hearing," though of course literally it must be confined to the hearing of Words vocally uttered, is meant to include reading the Word; for reading is a sort of hearing with the eyes, and faith has often come and will often come to men while they are reading the Word of God for themselves.  Faith comes by the Word of God reaching our minds, and our knowing and understanding it.  The entrance of God's Word gives light.
"Faith cometh by hearing.”  Sometimes faith comes by hearing the simple statement of the gospel.  They want to be saved and they have been told that Jesus came into this world and took upon himself the form of man, and offered himself as a sacrifice for sinners; they have, moreover, been told that whosoever trusts in this sacrifice shall be saved, and they have believed.  All they have wanted has been merely to be informed of the way of salvation.  God's Spirit has so prepared them that they have believed almost as soon as they have heard the gospel.

In many cases the only difficulty in the way of salvation has been a lack of understanding the Word.  In some cases a man would give all he had if he could be informed what to do to be saved.  Though he went where the gospel was preached, he did not catch the meaning of believing.  He may not remember to have heard the simple declaration that to trust in Jesus Christ would save his soul; but I am persuaded that faith often comes by hearing the simple declaration that God accepts sinners, not for what they are in themselves but for what Christ is, and that when sinners believe in Jesus they are saved there and then.  The mere statement of this has brought faith.  "How is this?"  Well, it’s because the gospel commends itself to some hearts as true upon the very first blush of it; it strikes them as being the gospel of God.  It is the same in other matters; you sometimes hear a story about which you say, "Well, I don’t now, it may be correct, but I need to check it out before I am certain;" but you often hear statements which you accept at once, because they commend themselves to your understanding, and you feel they must be true.  There are minds which God has so prepared that the moment they hear the gospel they respond to it.  Having long sought the truth about life, their eye catches the gleam of the gospel and discerns it to be a priceless gem.  They are blessed indeed who are brought to faith by the statement of the gospel.

To others, the convincing point has been the suitability of the gospel to their case, for while they have heard it preached as a gospel for sinners, they have felt that they were among that class.  “Why, I am in that condition?”  And, then, when its great command is stated, namely, simple trust in Jesus, the soul sees the need for faith.  Nothing to do-I can do nothing; nothing to bring-I have nothing to bring; it suits my case.  From the suitability of the gospel to the sinner, many have been by God's Spirit led to saving faith in Jesus, and so faith has come by hearing.  In many, faith has come through hearing of the condescending pity and the melting love of Jesus, that He loved his enemies, that He died for the ungodly, that His heart yearns over the lost sheep, that He is willing to receive prodigal sons for He is fall of grace and truth.

Faith also comes to many by hearing when we relate the experience of those who have tasted and handled the Word of life; when the preacher or teacher tells how he trusted in Jesus, and found pardon, peace, and life eternal; when he is able to point to others who have felt the same, some of whom, perhaps, were even greater offenders than the person addressed, then conviction and faith come.  We ask you to look at what Jesus has done for us in the hope that you will trust and try him for yourselves.

To set the whole matter clearly, we will suppose that you have a very serious disease and a doctor says he can heal you.  You are willing to believe him, but you can’t blindly follow any man, for there are thousands of quacks.  You naturally want to know something about him.  In what way would you get faith in him?  How would faith be likely to come to you?  It would come by hearing.  You hear him speak, and you see that he understands your case, because he describes exactly all your symptoms, even those which none know but yourself and a skilful physician.  You feel already some confidence in him.  He next describes to you as much of the method of cure as you can comprehend, and it seems to be very reasonable, and suitable to your case.  His proposal commends itself to your best judgment, and you are already nearer submission to his mode of operation.  Then you ask as to the man's character and find that he is no mere pretender, but an authorized, skillful, long-established practitioner, well known for truthfulness, uprightness, and every good quality.  Then suppose he charges you nothing whatever, but does everything free, having evidently no motive of gain, moved only by real pity for you, and a kind desire to remove your pain and save your life.  Can you any longer refuse to believe and submit?  But if he shows you his case-book and asks you to read case after case similar to your own in which he has affected perfect cure, and if some of these are your own friends, if they are persons whom you know and esteem, you will not insult him by saying, "I wish I could believe you;" but you will be unable to help trusting him, unless you are unwilling to be cured.  Faith does not depend upon the will at all; you are convinced by hearing, and you become a believer.  In the same way faith comes by hearing.  You are unreasonable if you sit still and say, "I can’t make myself believe;" of course you can’t, but you hear of how Christ heals sinners; you hear that he is backed by divine authority; you see that he really does save those who trust him, and what more evidence do you want?  It seems to me harder not to believe in Jesus than to believe in him.  When one has heard these things, and understands them, surely you must receive the Savior.

OBSTRUCTIONS WHICH OFTEN BLOCK UP THIS WAY.

One is a lack of intention by which people come to hear, but they have no desire to be led to faith.  Like the butterflies that flit from flower to flower, they extract no honey because they don’t come for that purpose; while the bees dive into the flowers and come up loaded with nectar.  If men came to hear, faith would surely come to them by hearing.  Many persons in hearing a sermon watch for pretty speeches and flowery metaphors, and cries, "How well he puts it!  How sweetly he quotes poetry!" and so on.  Is that what you come to God's house for?  Is this your purpose in hearing the gospel?  I assure you it is not this that we are aiming at in preaching to you.  Come with the intent to find faith in Jesus; cry to God to make His Word effectual to your salvation, and then hearing will be quite another business with you.  I fear you will perish while we are regarded by you as mere preachers to be criticized, and not as witnesses whose testimony is to be weighed.

Some do not pay any attention.  Sleepy hearers are not likely to be led to faith.  Eutychus may fall from the third loft and be considered dead, but he is not likely to become a believer by sleeping, even though Paul is the preacher.  We want attention to the real reception of the Word.  Oh how pleasant it is to preach to hearers who lean forward to catch every syllable, anxious to know how they can be saved.  Wandering hearts lose the benefit of the truth, and vain minds trifle away the privilege of a gospel.  Watch how you hear, otherwise you may remain hearers only, and so perish in unbelief.

With many a lack of candor is another reason why faith does not come by hearing.  If a man hears with a prejudiced heart, making up his mind before hand what he will believe, he is not likely to be convinced, he puts himself as far as he can out of the reach of benefit.  When the heart rebels against the Word: when it says, "If this be true I am living a bad life, and I will have to give up my pleasures, therefore I will not accept it.”  Well then, faith does not come and cannot come by such hearing.  Faith comes by hearing when a man does, as it were, give himself up to the Word of God, like a person who is badly wounded and surrenders himself to the surgeon's hand.  If I had a gangrened leg and it had to be cut off, I think I would pray for patience enough to say, "O sir, if you can but save my life, cut to the very bone.”  When it is the soul that is concerned I would say to the preacher, "Sir, do not flatter me, do not tell me what will please me, but delude me; I do not want your flattery, I do not want your flowery Words.  Tell me what I am, and where I am in the sight of God, and how I can be saved; for it will not satisfy me to wake up in hell and remember that I used to hear a fine preacher.  “Ah," says one, "but some preachers are not only bold, but to rough.”  Yes, but suppose you are about to drown, and a strong swimmer jumps into the water and plucked you out just as you are sinking for the last time, if he dislocated your arm would you grumble?  No, you would say, "The bone can be set at another time, but my life could not have been restored.”  And so with the preacher, though he be rough, if it be the truth which he speaks, only pray that it may save your soul.

With some, however, hearing does not bring faith, because they hear without any afterthought.  So I say to you when you hear us preach, sift the sermon afterwards, turn our sermons over, pick holes in them if you like, and find out our mistakes; but do search into the truth, and be not content till you find it.  If you want to find Christ, you should seek for him as for silver.  You are likely to believe the truth when your mind turns it over and over.  Here is a paper bag, and I am willing to make a man rich and drop into it pound after pound of gold, but I find that the bag is just as empty as before; the reason is plain,-there are holes in the bag, and the gold drops through.  Too many hearers are like a bag full of holes, and golden sermons will not bless them because they willfully forget all.  They will never come to faith because they do but look at the Word, and go their way and forget who they are.
THE IMPORTANCE THAT FAITH SHOULD COME TO US BY HEARING.
If you have been a hearer and faith has not come to you, you are, this moment, in the bonds of sin.  You don’t believe in Christ, and you make God a liar, because you have not believed in His only begotten Son.  The wrath of God is upon you.  You are dead while you are.  Without God, without Christ.  My soul pities you - will you not pity yourselves?  Hearers only; faithless, graceless, Christless!  Christ died, but you have no part in his death.  His blood cleanses from sin, but your sin remains upon you.  Christ has risen, and he pleads before the throne, you have no part in that.  He is preparing a place for his people, but that place is not for you.  Truly, if Jesus were here he would weep over you, as he did over Jerusalem.  You will soon die, and you will die without faith.  Remember that Word of Christ, it is one of the most terrible I know, "if you believe not that I am he, you shall die in your sins".  To die in a ditch, to die in a prison, to die on the gallows, none of us would desire it; but to die in your sins is hell, it is eternal damnation.  But to perish forever will be your lot as surely as you live, unless you believe in Jesus, for soon you will be out of the reach of all hearing.  No more sermons, no more invitations.  What would you give to have the gospel once more when you are cast away from it!  No more the preacher's voice, saving, "Turn, turn, why will you die!”
Your conscience will cry aloud-"I heard the gospel of grace, and I heard the arguments which proved it true, but I rejected a gospel which God Himself proclaimed, a gospel which was genuine on the face of it, a gospel full of such love that could melt a rock, a gospel that was brought to me without money and without price, a gospel that was taught to me from my infancy to my adulthood-I rejected it, I willfully rejected it, not because it was not true, but because I would believe a lie, and would not believe the living God."
