How Will I Be Judged?
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14
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Here is my final conclusion: fear God and obey his commandments, for this is the entire duty of man.  For God will judge us for everything we do, including every hidden thing, good or bad. 

TLB

These verses are remarkable.  It is found in a great book of the Bible and comes at the end of the book.  The book is a perfect illustration of a man who found and tried everything the world had to offer only to realize that it was all in vain.  He says in Eccl 1:14, “I have seen all the things that are done under the sun; all of them are meaningless, a chasing after the wind.”  In the next verses, he says that he invested his life into learning about everything, but determined that this, too, was all in vain.  Later, he remarks that he looked at everything he had made and all that he had done and it was worthless.  Then, we read in Eccl 11:9 “Young man, it's wonderful to be young!  Enjoy every minute of it!  Do all you want to; take in everything, but realize that you must account to God for everything you do.”  You will be judged!
I wish that every young man who has discovered sin and every young woman who has enjoyed some questionable pleasure would listen to the man who wrote this book.  In the end, after analyzing everything about life, he concludes, “Fear God and obey His commandments, for this is the entire duty of man.”  For God will judge everything we do, including every hidden thing, good or evil.  Quite a statement, isn’t it?  The judgment!  Most of us don’t want to think about our lives being judged.  A final judgment!  In fact, we won’t find peace about the final judgment until we turn our eyes to Jesus.  Only then we will have find rest.
Sin is an awful thing.  I wish I could talk about it in the same way that Jesus would speak about it if He were here.  I think He would first talk about condemning sin because of its stain and corruption on people.  It can take your daughter from the love you have for her and from your home and drag her into an evil world.  It can take your son and mar his personality and weaken his character until, at last, he turns from you, stained and ruined for eternity.  We have all seen young boys and girls who have fallen into some grievous sin and literally destroyed the home.
Sin is a damnable thing.  When I think about sin, I can almost hear the serpent hissing back in the Garden of Eden.  But sin will have its day of judgment.  It never pays to sin.

The Bible is full of judgment.  It starts in Genesis when God says, “but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die."  That is judgment and whenever a person sins, he will die – die to peace, die to strength of character, die to everything that makes life worth living.

But that’s not all.  There’s a judgment of nations when God separates them like sheep from goats.  That is not all.  There is a judgment of the fallen angels.  That is not all.  There is the judgment seat of Christ found in 2 Cor 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.  This judgment seat is for the Christian.  It is not a judgment of sin, but of the way we have used our time and talents, and a reward for work.
Then there is the last judgment and I almost hesitate to read the words because they are startling: Rev 20:11-12 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it.  Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them.  And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened.  Another book was opened, which is the book of life.  The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.  May God keep and save you from that day.  All the way through the Bible, there is judgment, and yet, all the way through the Bible, God is warning us about the judgment and calling us to Him.
The book of Genesis starts out with the message, “Where are you?” and the book of Revelation closes with "Come!"  And let him who hears say, "Come!”  Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life.”  
You can’t escape His judgment.  Maybe, for a while on this earth, you may think you are escaping, but you can’t escape that final judgment except by one way.  You see, on the Day of Judgment, the unbeliever will be there.  God will be saying to him, “You wouldn’t come to me for life.”  The sin that you committed in the secrecy of your own room will be marked in God’s book.  God will say, “My Word, the Bible was full of warning.  It was full of invitations to you to come and avoid this final judgment and yet you would not come.”
You will be judged by the way you treated Christ.  Do you know what the greatest sin in the world is?  The daughter whose parents abandoned her may say, “I know what the greatest sin is.  I’ve just experienced it.”  But you don’t know.  The mother who has been the wife of a drunkard will say, “I have waited for him for years and he never came.  I’ve gone hungry just to feed our children.  I know what the greatest sin is.  I’ve been experiencing it.”  But you don’t know what the greatest sin is.  The young man who is being eaten away by some horrible disease might say, 'I know what the greatest sin is.”  But it is not that, either.
The greatest sin in the world is the rejection of Jesus.  Men have committed that sin who are wealthy.  Women have committed that sin who are the social elite.  Boys and girls have committed it.  The greatest sin in the world is the rejection of Jesus.  And when you stand face to face with God, He won’t ask you if you were a drunkard, or if you were impure, but He will say to you, “What did you do with Jesus?”  And your answer to that question will determine whether you stand or fall.  We pray for our family members who are lost almost every Sunday.  My friend, Dr. Day, has to answer that question just as you and I have to answer it.
At the judgment will be revealed every secret you have held from your wife or best friend or boss or subordinate.  God could ask you “Have you have always been true”?  “No.”  Have you always been just?  “No.”  “Have you always been kind?”  “No.”  And if God continued through the long list of questions, the answer will always be “No”.  Then just as you think the end has come and that you’ve been condemned to eternal punishment, you look up and see a face fairer than all, whose hands have scars, and you know Who it is and you hear Him say, “Father, this man stood for Me in the world.  I will stand for him here.”

We’re all on a journey through life.  This journey takes us to one of two destinations: one is heaven and the other is hell.  “GOOD morning, ladies and gentlemen.  We are delighted to welcome you aboard God’s flight.  Please ensure that your seat belt is fastened, your seat back is upright and your tray-table is stowed…  We should be arriving at our destination in about 70 years, more or less.  For your safety and security, please read and follow the instructions found in the seatback in front of you.  And to insure that you do arrive safely at your destination, you will want to read it every day of this flight.  It’s personally written by the pilot.  And if you need anything along the way, just ask.”[image: image1.png]



Yes, one day I will stand before God only because of Jesus Christ.  There is only one way of escape, “even though your sins be as scarlet, though they be red like crimson,” though they be as numerous as the sands of the sea, they shall be as white as snow.  He will blot them out and He will cast them from you as far as the east is from the west.
