I need an Answer Now
Genesis 24:49
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Gen. 24:49 “Now if you will show kindness and faithfulness to my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so I may know which way to turn."

This morning I am going to talk about witnessing to the lost.  Many of us have shared our testimony with others and have seen decisions made for Christ.  There is a scripture in Genesis 24 that offers some good points about witnessing that I thought we should study this morning.  It is when Abraham sent his chief servant Eliezer to go to his homeland to his brother Nahor and find a wife for his son Isaac.
This story is filled with points for witnessing.  There is a remarkable parallel between Eliezer seeking a wife for Isaac and you and me seeking the lost for Jesus.  Isaac is a type of Christ, the church is the bride, and we are the friends of the bridegroom whose work is to persuade souls to follow Him.  The spouse of Christ cannot be of the Canaanites, but of his own kin, born again from above.  Ministers, like Abraham's servant, must lay out themselves with wisdom and care to serve their master's interest.  Just as Abraham sent his servant to find a bride for his son, we are commissioned to search for those who are to be brought to salvation.  
The first thing Eliezer did was pray.  "O Jehovah, the God of my master, show kindness to my master Abraham and help me to accomplish the purpose of my journey.”  He had no doubt in his mind as to whether God intervened in human affairs, but boldly and simply sought to know God’s will.  God’s guidance led him.  It is the same for us.  If we don’t pray first, our journey is without power.
After he had prayed, we see how loyal he was to Abraham.  He knew he wasn’t on his own mission, but was a chosen instrument to do his lord's will.  The word "master" occurs sixteen times in this story.  Eliezer did not desire any independence from Abraham or his son Isaac.  His thoughts were on his master; his words praised his master; his deeds were on behalf of his master.  He was not his own, but the servant of his master.  This is also our position in Christ.  Woe to the Christian who loses sight of the true relationship between himself and his Lord, or who begins to think of serving his own interest rather than that of Him who called and sent him!  We are not our own, but slaves of Christ.  Nothing we have is our own; all is his and his absolute ownership of us should be our delight.

Eliezer’s love for Abraham made him quick to carry out his charge.  When Rebekah came to the well, he began the conversation in the same way Jesus did at Jacob's well by talking to the woman of Samaria.  He asked her to give Him to drink.  Eliezer found out her name and was invited to her father's house as a guest.  We should always aim to make our visits a blessing to those we visit.  If we realize we are on a mission for the Lord, we will represent Him well.
Another thing in this man is noteworthy: he meant business and aimed at completing the task.  He had only one purpose.  He didn’t go there for anything but to find a wife for Isaac.  And when he was invited to stay in comfortable quarters and eat, he was not satisfied.  He meant business and would not even eat the food offered to him until he had explained his purpose.  He put his master's business before his own ease or comfort.  He told Bethuel and Laban why he came, and before he finished speaking, he turned to them, and said, “So tell me, yes or no.  Will you or won't you be kind to my master and do what is right?  When you tell me, then I'll know what my next step should be, whether to move this way or that."
I. Notice, first, that HE STATED HIS CASE.  You can’t expect a man to come to a decision on a matter that hasn’t been laid out before him.  A preacher who goes into the pulpit and cries, "Believe, believe," and doesn’t tell his audience what to be believe, has not accomplished much.  You can’t ask people to buy something if you don’t have something to show them.  Then he brought out jewels set in solid gold and silver for Rebekah, and lovely clothing; and he gave many valuable presents to her mother and brother.  He told them that his master was great and rich, and gave them some idea about how rich he was.  He went over the list of his possessions - his flocks and herds, his silver and gold, his camels and donkeys, and his maids and servants.  He spoke of how great his master was, as I would also speak of my Master.  But I can’t describe His greatness.  This world is His, and all the worlds that He has made.  "The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says the Lord Almighty" (Hag 2:8).  “For every animal of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills.”  Isa 40:12 “Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand AND with the breadth of his hand marked off the heavens?

Who has held the dust of the earth in a basket, or weighed the mountains on the scales and the hills in a balance?”  So great is He that all other things are small compared with Him.  "How great is his goodness, and how great is his beauty!”  Zech 9:17.

Having first spoken of his master, Eliezer told them that his master's son was his heir.  That was a very important point.  He told about how his master had put all that he had into the hands of his son; that the promises were his, and that the inheritance was his.  He called the son "master" equally with the father.  We also desire to glorify God and Christ Jesus, His Only begotten Son.  It is the Father's will "that all men should honor His Son, even as they honor the Father".  He is His Father's heir.  When we go on our Master's business, we seek those who will become "heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ" Rom 8:17.

The third point is Eliezer wanted someone who would leave home, go, and be one with his master's son.  His master's son needed a wife and he had come to seek one for him.  He needed one who would be willing to go on a long journey and be a pilgrim in a strange land with her husband.  He only wanted one who would give herself up to the God of Israel and become one with Isaac in the covenant blessing.  That’s my case, too.  God has all kinds of good things to give sinful men.  You can’t measure the grace and love of God, and He wants us to be His people and He wants to be our God.  He wants those who will be willing to leave everything and become one with His Son, the Lord Jesus.
My question is, “Is there any such person here this morning?  Is there anyone here who will yield to His love, who will trust himself with Him as Rebekah trusted herself with Isaac, who will come out of the world, and live the separated life with him?”  Eliezer added that he hoped that he had found the right person.  He believed that it was Rebekah because he had prayed about her and she had come.  She had done exactly as he had prayed she would do.  Eliezer now presses Laban for a reply.  "If you will deal kindly and truly with my master, tell me.  If Rebekah will go with me to be the wife of Isaac, tell me."  So I put it to you.  If you are willing to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and are ready to leave the world and all its temptations and come to Him, say so.  Tell me.  Let us all know it.  You have now come to a turning point in your life.  I would like to draw a line in front of you and say, "Your must choose this day either salvation or damnation.  You have been hesitating too long.  Don’t leave until you have decided one way or the other."
II. Secondly, Eliezer WANTED A GOOD RESPONSE.  He expected it.  He had prayed for it.  Eliezer wanted a willing response regarding Rebekah because it would make his master's son happy.  As for us, our business is to make Christ happy.  Eliezer knew his master would deal tenderly and truly with Rebekah.  So he asked her father and brother to "deal kindly and truly" with him.  I know my Master will deal "kindly and truly" with you.  If you knew his heart, you would not hesitate, but say, "Yes, I will deal kindly and truly with your Master, and will yield my heart to him at once and forever."  As I think of some here who have never found peace, I say to myself that if I could only get you to accept Christ, how happy you would be!  You would be saved and you would be at peace.
III. The point of the text is HE WAS DETERMINED TO GET AN ANSWER.  He says, "If ye will deal kindly and truly with my master, tell me: and if not, tell me".  He wanted an answer, whether it was "Yes," or "No.”  "If not, tell me."  I ask that everyone here this morning would say "Yes," or "No," to the invitation to give himself to Christ?  If you will do so, say, "I will.”  If you will not do so, say very deliberately, "I will not.”  And for the undecided person, I say to him, "Tell me what it will be."  I can imagine some of you would say, "I need time to consider!" and I would say, "You have had enough time to consider.  Your hair is getting grey.”  But people still say, "I don’t like to decide so quickly!”  Why should you take so long in deciding to follow Christ?  I am like Abraham's servant; I want an answer now.

But what if the answer is "No"?  How many have turned their back on Christ with a simple “no” answer?  "We hear what you are saying," they reply, "and thank you for saying it, but no, thank you.”  They go out lost.  But if you answer, "No, I will not have Christ; I will not believe on him; I will not become a Christian; I will not leave my old ways!"  Well, thank you for the answer, as much as it hurts me, because now we can talk it over.  This is better than no response, for now we have something to work on.  It is better to encounter opposition than to meet indifference.  If you say, "No, I am not a Christian, and I do not want to be", at least you are honest.  But now I want you to think it over.  Would you like to die in this frame of mind?  You may die where you are sitting.  After death, you rise again and you will have to stand before the great white throne judgment where Christ will sit as Judge.  How will your decision to deny Him stand on that tremendous day?  I pray you will think about it and that you will change when you consider the magnitude of the issues at stake and the result that will come by rejecting Him.

If you give me a straight out answer, "No, I am not a Christian, and I do not want to be one," you may see what a terrible decision you have made.  If you would write down - "I am not a Christian, and I do not want to be one," it might startle you.  I challenge you to write it down, put it on the refrigerator door, and look at it.  It will be far better to do that than to be indifferent as to whether you are lost or saved, undecided whether you are for Christ or against him, and yet, in your heart, you are dead in your sin.  I want to press you for an answer because, like Eliezer, I have promised my Master to search for you, and an answer will clear me of my obligation.  If I can get "No" from you as your answer, I am clear of my obligation.  It was so with Abraham's servant.

After all, this matter is not one that requires a lot of debate.  Whether you will believe the truth or not shouldn’t be a matter of discussion.  Whether you will receive the gift of God or not should not be argued about if you are in my right mind.  Whether you are willing to be saved - whether you should accept it by faith or not, you don’t need ask a palm reader or read tea leaves.  This is so simple that it requires no argument.  Who would choose to be damned?  Who would refuse eternal life?
Your waiting has not only done you no good, but has done you great harm.  There were times when it seemed easy for you to yield to the Spirit.  It certainly isn’t easier now; it’s more difficult.  Sometimes if men come to Christ at the very first invitation, it is easy.  Look at how young children come to Christ!  But when people wait, it becomes much harder for them to trust in Christ than it would have been when Christ was first preached to them.  "If ye will deal kindly and truly with my Master, tell me: and if not, tell me; and tell me now" 
“I will think it over."  I do not want you to think it over.  You have thought long enough; I pray that God's Spirit will lead you to a decision.  "Well, suppose I consider it during the week."  No, that won’t suit either my Master or me.  I need an answer now.  I can’t give you five minutes.  God has chosen you from before the foundation of the world, and says, "Today is the day of salvation.”
He will not be slow to accept that which is offered to Him.  He is ready to take you now and keep you forever.  "How is it to be done?" you ask.  The plan is simple.  Jesus took on himself the sins of all who ever will trust him.  Give yourself up to Him and He will save you.  Take Him to be your Lord and Savior by the simple act of faith.
