My New Year’s Resolution
December 30, 2007

Introduction
Well, most of us made it through another year and we’re going to try to better next year.  After all, it’s like waking up each morning and telling ourselves that today is going to be a better day than yesterday: no more sin, be nicer to those we meet, pray a little more, eat a little less.  I usually fail by 8:30 am.  However, to try to change for the better for a whole year – seems impossible.  Yet many people resolve to begin anew on January 1each year.  Resolutions are very popular even though most go unfilled.  Some people resolve to lose weight, but they don’t stop eating junk food.  Some resolve to exercise more, but they never make time to exercise.  The five most popular New Year’s resolutions are No. 5) take up a new hobby, No. 4) make more money, No. 3) improve a relationship, No. 2) stop smoking, and No. 1) lose weight.  Typically, by the middle of January, we somehow forget our resolutions and go back to our old ways.

Whatever your resolution may be, set them with the following questions in mind: Will it somehow glorify God?  The Bible says, “Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”  (1 Cor. 10:31).  How will my resolution make me more like Jesus?  Or maybe, how would Jesus spend his time.  Would Jesus have this as a resolution?  What would Jesus do?
Jesus would probably tell us to love God more and to love people more.  In Mark 12:28-32, Jesus says, “The most important one is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’  The second is this: ‘Love  your neighbor as yourself.’  There is no commandment greater than these.”
God wants us to love Him with everything inside us, in our heart and soul.  This will probably require you to take up some more Bible reading, memorizing, etc.

God wants us to love Him with our brains, with our mind.  This will probably require you to attend an adult Bible study, read something that challenges your thinking, really get into Scripture.
All this seems to point to spending more time in the Word of God!
My resolution this year is to spend more time in God’s Word.  I’ve tried losing weight, being nicer, exercising.  For me, they just don’t work.
 That’s the reason I’m a teacher.  I teach only one thing – God’s Word.  I have no desire to teach anything else.  I work at a Christian school but I don’t teach there.  My desire is to teach God’s Word.  I have a passion for God’s Word.

Why is the Word of God so important to me?  Because I became a Christian under someone else’s teaching of God’s Word.  It was at a Bible Study during the lunch hour at my office in downtown San Antonio in September 1978.  Another reason is that every time I begin to read it, I find it exciting and personal and it becomes a source of peace and strength for me.
God has commissioned me to teach His word!  I’ve been teaching it for almost 29 years and never once have I opened His Word to study it or to teach it and been bored or disappointed.  Every verse, every chapter, every book, the Old Testament and the New Testament.
Body
Psalm 119 is the longest Psalm and the longest chapter in the entire Bible.  It contains 176 verses and 315 lines.  It serves only one purpose: to praise God for His Word, the Bible, because God has given us the Bible and it is only through the Bible that we can come to know who God is and how to praise Him.  Almost very verse in this Psalm refers to the Word of God.  Our scripture lesson this morning is taken from Psalms 119:9-16.  Please read it with me:

9   How can a young man keep his way pure?  By keeping it according to Your word. 

10 With all my heart I have sought You; Do not let me wander from Your commandments. 

11 Your Word I have treasured in my heart, That I may not sin against You. 

12 Blessed are You, O LORD; Teach me Your statutes. 

13 With my lips I have told of All the ordinances of Your mouth. 

14 I have rejoiced in the way of Your testimonies, As much as in all riches. 

15 I will meditate on Your precepts And regard Your ways. 

16 I shall delight in Your statutes; I shall not forget Your word.

Each of these verses stands alone in describing the beauty of God’s Word, but for time’s sake, we will focus on the last verse in this stanza, verse 16.  It says that you and I can find a settled pleasure in His Word if we do not neglect Bible study.  It is easy to do, but we must determine not to allow other pressing matters to crowd out the study of God’s Word.

If I were Satan, my first aim would be to stop people from digging into God’s Word.  I’d surround it with thorns, hedges, pits, and traps to frighten people away from it.  I’d stop all pastors from preaching it and Sunday school teachers from teaching it.  I’d make people doubt its truths and relevance and good sense and straightforwardness.

 If I were the Devil today, I’d be very pleased at the progress I had made.  If you ask people who have been Christians for a year or more if they have read the entire Bible from cover to cover, at least 80% would say, “Not me!”  How is that possible?  It is the textbook for every Christian.
If you have read it from cover to cover, you are in a small minority of Christian People.  Isn’t it amazing that almost every American has an opinion to offer about it, yet so few have ever read or studied it.  How can we talk intelligently about the end times?  How can we defend our position about the security of the believer when someone suggests a person can lose his salvation?  How do you take a firm stand on the subject of election if your stand is simply based on what your pastor has taught you?  What about drinking, or dancing, or tithing, or mowing the yard on Sunday?  Don’t be a parrot, simply repeating what you have already heard from someone else?

Biblical ignorance isn’t limited to new Christians by any means.  I’ve been on church boards with deacons and elders who are Biblically ignorant.  It’s appalling!  Churches are ordaining men every year who are virtually ignorant of the scriptures.
Once when my job and family and church life seemed to consume my time to the point that I could not do justice to any of them, I decided to stop teaching a Bible Study.  When I did, my ability to recall Bible verses when I needed them seemed to disappear.  I was stunned!  A year later, I decided to start the Bible study up again.  My “Bible memory” was suddenly revitalized.  I recognized that God wanted me to be in His Word and to give up something else much less important.

 Why do we need to know the Bible?  You can’t know God’s will until you have read the Bible.  Mt 22:29 says you sin because you don’t know God’s Word.  Paul told a young man named Timothy, who was to become the pastor of a new church, that all scripture is inspired by God.  It was not so much that God was breathing something in, but rather that God was breathing something out.  The Bible comes from God.  He is the author.  It’s His Word.  It carries the weight of all that He is.

You’ve probably read most of the New Testament.  But how about the Old Testament?  If not, you’re unbalanced in Scripture.

Do you know what the five sacrifices of Leviticus are and what they mean?  Do you know the difference, and how each one applies to the cross of Christ?  You can’t fully understand the cross unless you know about these sacrifices.  We just completed a study of Leviticus in Billy Gene’s Sunday school class.  Do you know the difference between Elijah’s and Elisha’s ministry and how to get a blessing from them?  Do you know the meaning of Melchezadek for us today?  Do you know the message of each of the twelve Minor Prophets?  How many times have you read Revelations?  God promises a blessing each time you read it.  Do you know about the temple of Ezekiel or about the water that come out from under the altar (portraying the Holy Spirit)?

Psalm 119:9-11 tells us what we should do to live for God: Hide His Word in our hearts.  This means not just reading it, but also studying it and even memorizing it.  In fact, memorizing it is what is called for.  Only then can it be readily available for recall in moments of need.  We must study and hide it away in our hearts.  Verses 9-11 seem to link the pursuit of God’s Word to the pursuit of God Himself.  “I seek you with all my heart (v. 10) . . . Therefore, I live “according to your Word” (v. 9).  The psalmist called on the hearer to make his heart a home for the Word of God.
In 1990, my job required that I transfer to Mexico City.  It was difficult, especially because I was the Teaching Leader of the San Antonio Men’s Bible Study Fellowship class.  I gave up the class and moved to Mexico City.  The first night I was there by myself, I sensed a need to be in God’s Word.  So I opened my Bible to Psalm 1 and decided to begin memorizing it, one verse each night so that I could truly meditate upon it.  I was overwhelmed at the joy that the first verse brought to me.  Then the second and third and fourth verse.  And so on.  I was overcome by the peace and security that the Word of God provided me in a strange place.  All I did was simply begin to memorize Scripture.
Conclusion
Well, what are we going to do about all of this?  What are we going to do?  We say, “But God, You know that I don’t have time for this sort of thing.”  We don’t say we’re too busy to eat.  Unless we give time to reading and meditating on God’s Word, we’re not going to be a mature Christian and when we stand before the judgment seat of God, God will call us to account for every day we didn’t consciously, deliberately get into His Word.  Every Christian is called to make his heart a home for the Word of God.
Where will you will be spiritually ten or twenty years from now?  You may not be preaching or teaching a Bible study or even involved in a church ministry.  I will suggest that one reason that your dreams of the future failed to materialize is that your love for the Word of God did not materialize.  You did not have a passion for the Word.

 II Chronicles 26:5 says the key to prosperity is seeking the Lord.  We can learn about God’s heart by reading the Psalms.  We can learn God’s wisdom by reading the Proverbs.  Isaiah 58:13-14 says we should delight in His Word on the Lord’s Day.  Colossians 3:16 says let God’s Word live in your heart.  God promises in Hebrews 11:6 that if you seek God deliberately, he will give you a reward.  Paul prayed that you may have God’s Word and be filled with it.  Ps. 119:16 says, “I will delight in Your Word and not forget it.”  In 2008, start each day in God’s Word.
If you read Shakespeare, you will have a Shakespearean mind.  If we read the Word of God, and the experience of Him, of Christ showing His feelings, plans, mind, if we study it, we will be filled with God.  The results are that we will begin to walk closely with the Lord.  Then we will bear fruit.  Our lives will be powerful.  Others will be changed because of Christ in our lives.  We will find pleasure and joy in the Word.  Christ will find pleasure in us.



























































































































