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Ex 20:7

You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 

Do you know what God is the most passionate about?  For what does he have the most passion?  It is His name.  The Bible doesn’t tell us that anywhere, but anyone who reads the Bible closely will discover that our God is the most passionate about His name.
Lev 24:15-16 If anyone curses his God, he will be held responsible; anyone who blasphemes the name of the LORD must be put to death.

2 Chron 2:1 Solomon gave orders to build a temple for the Name of the LORD and a royal palace for himself.

Ps 7:17 I will give thanks to the LORD because of his righteousness and will sing praise to the name of the LORD Most High. 

Ps 102:15 The nations will fear the name of the LORD 

Ps 113:2 Let the name of the LORD be praised, both now and forevermore. 

Ps 124:8 Our help is in the name of the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth. 

Matt 21:9 Hosanna to the Son of David!  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!

Acts 2:21 And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  

James 5:14 Is any one of you sick?  He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord 

The third commandment states, “You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.”

To slur someone’s name is to insult the very person.  It’s interesting that when a blasphemer is questioned about why he would use the Lord’s name in vain, his reaction will often say, “I wasn’t really using God’s name as a cuss word.  It’s just a word.”  In essence, God’s name isn’t anything special and isn’t worthy of any respect.  His attempt at justification merely adds to his sin.

What’s in a name?  Parents name their children in different ways.  Sometimes a name is given that sounds good (Cherry Cobler).  Sometimes parents name a child with a biblical name.  Someone named their son Dawson, because he liked the show Dawson’s Creek.  Some movie stars change their real names.  Names represent character.  Think of Jezebel or Delilah, Adolph or Saddam, Osama or Judas.  What do these names suggest?  A young soldier was causing problems among the other soldiers was brought before Alexander the Great.  Alexander the Great asked the soldier: “What’s your name?”  The young soldier replied, “Alexander.”  Alexander the Great then said: “Either change your name or change your conduct.”  God’s name stands for everything He is and has done.  The Jews took this to an extreme and would not pronounce “Yahweh”, but replaced it with “Adonai”.
Using God’s name in vain means to emptiness or meaningless, or in an irreverent or blasphemous manner.

You Can Use God’s Name to Insult
This is swearing or using profanity when irritated.  America is the most foul-mouthed nation in the world and becoming more so.  Hollywood thinks a movie won’t sell if it is not loaded with profanity.  They don’t believe the public wants to see a “G” rated movie so they throw in lots of bad language.  It’s true of books and magazines as well.  Why do people swear?  They think they are more macho but they really lack emotional control.  But, any idiot can swear.  It takes discipline not to swear.  Maturity in a believer’s life is seen by the language he uses.


You Can Use God’s Name to Indulge Yourself
“God doesn’t want me to cut the grass today.”  “I didn’t feel led to get out of bed.” This is using God for a cover to indulge yourself.  We excuse ourselves and blame god for it.  “I know I said I would finish that job for you but God has given me more important things to do now.”


You Can Use God’s Name to Intimidate Others
Some people are good at this.  “God told me what you should do.”  “I believe God wants you to lend me money.”  Some TV evangelists are good at this except they don’t say, “lend.”  They might say, God has told me that if you don’t send our ministry $1,000 today we will have to go off the air.”  Parents will use this against their children, “If you don’t stop that God will get you.”  Intimidation.
One spouse to another, “I’ve prayed about this, and I believe god wants us to have a new car.  This amounts to forgery.  Forgery is using another’s name to get something you want.  There are a lot of spiritual forgeries taking place.  “God told me…”


You Can Use God’s Name to Impress Others
“Bless God, that was a great sermon, hallelujah, thank you Jesus.”  Insecure believers do this a lot.  They try to prove how spiritual they are by their jargon.  Talk doesn’t impress me; it’s the walk that impresses.
Titus 1:16 They profess to know God, but in works they deny Him.  We take God’s name in vain when we claim to be committed to Him but don’t back it up with our life.


You Can Use God’s Name Impulsively
Many of us are guilty of this.  To express surprise or amazement you might say, Oh my God!  or Sweet Mary, mother of Jesus, O God! My God! Good God!  Good Heavens!  
God wants us to take His name seriously.  Don’t use his name flippantly.  We wouldn’t say, Oh, Betty!” when we hit our finger with a hammer.  I didn’t say anything bad about Betty.  But I didn’t exactly say anything good about her, either.  When we use God’s Name in that way, we aren’t exactly DIShonoring God’s Name, but we’re using His name in a way that fails to bring Him honor.
Using God’s name impulsively means without thinking.  Jesus said, “When you pray, don’t use meaningless repetition” (or words).  How often do we pray the same prayer, say for a meal?  Or, if we are praying, we keep using God’s name in the prayer while we’re trying to think of other things to pray about.  Like, “Dear Jesus, we want to thank you, God, for the nice day, dear Lord.  And Father, we thank you, God for all you do, O Lord.”  Instead of saying his name over and over while we’re thinking of what else to pray why not just stop.  God understands silence.  

You know that most of the Commandments are stated in the negative: “Thou shall not…”do this or that.  Whenever God says, “Thou shall NOT…” we need to ask, “So what SHALL we do?”  The First commandment is “You shall have no other gods before Me.”  If we turn it around, we have something like, “You shall worship the one and only true God, as revealed in the Scriptures.”  The Second commandment is “You shall have no idols or images of God.”  The positive side of that might be “You shall have a RIGHT concept of Who God is.”  Now we come to the Third commandment: You shall not take the Lord’s Name in vain.  If we state that in a positive way, we can say, “You SHALL bring God’s name honor” or “You SHALL treat God’s name with respect.”

