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Ex 20:12 Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.
The first four commandments deal with our relationship with God.  This is appropriate, because we are to love God first.  Jesus said, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart . . .” was the first commandment, and most important.  These are the VERTICAL commands.
But the second most important commandment is to “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  So it’s appropriate that the final six commandments deal with our relationships with others.  These are the HORIZONTAL commands.

God is invisible, and for children, God has chosen to put us in the visible place of authority over children.  Technically, we are God to our children right now . . . if you want to prepare your children to obey GOD, Who they can’t see, they have to start by really learning to obey YOU who they CAN see.

But our world today doesn’t value this commandment.  When you watch TV shows, what are most parents like?  Morons, too stupid, a joke!  This is what Hollywood PROGRAMS into children from the time they are old enough to watch television.

Why should you honor your parents?  It is a pathway to God’s blessing: Deut 5:16: Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God has commanded you, so that you may live long and that it may go well with you in the land the LORD your God is giving you.
Honoring parents teaches children how to treat others.  You realize that the example that you set in how you relate and deal with your parents will be the one followed by your children.  We cut a grove into our children by the way we treat our parents.

By honoring parents, we learn the value of respect and esteem at home and are able to carry it into the world.

How do we honor our parents?
· Honor goes beyond obeying them.  Eph 6:1-2: Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  "Honor your father and mother.  It has to do with allowing them to have influence, dignity, and above all, authority over you.  Our call to honor our parents goes deeper and broader than simply obeying when you’re five years old.  I know from the Bible you don’t technically have a responsibility to obey your parent’s every command after you move out; however, I believe the command to honor goes with you all of your life.  It has to do with honoring their advice, their wisdom.  If you could give your mother or father a gift of Honor today, the best gift would be by living a Godly life.
· Honor your parents by showing them your appreciation.  Maybe by a phone call, a card, a letter . . . let them know what they mean to you. 
· Honor your parents by helping meet their needs (MEXICO NURSING HOMES) 1 Tim 5:4-8: But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these should learn first of all to put their religion into practice by caring for their own family and so repaying their parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing to God.  The widow who is really in need and left all alone puts her hope in God and continues night and day to pray and to ask God for help.  But the widow who lives for pleasure is dead even while she lives.  Give the people these instructions, too, so that no one may be open to blame.  If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.  This was the first Social Security system.  The government didn’t invent social security.  It isn’t supposed to be the government’s job.


Stay alert to your parents’ needs as they grow older.  The greatest need parents have as they age is their children’s time.  No better investment can be made.

· Honor your parents by forgiving their failings.  I know some of you are thinking, “I’ll never be able to honor my dad – not after what he did to me.  I’m probably talking to some people whose parents divorced and left you hanging, fought and you were caught in the middle, or abused you physically.
Forgiveness is not a feeling.  It is a choice to not hold on to anger or the desire for revenge.  You may be all knotted up inside thinking, “That’s never going to happen, after the way they treated me.”  Unfortunately, that is the reality of today that whenever you speak about parents there is someone in the group who was abused physically, emotionally, or sexually while they were growing up.  Some of you may have grown up in the homes of alcoholics or workaholics or those who were abusive or neglectful; perhaps you had parents who were distant or cold and uncaring; maybe you were abandoned.  And you want to cry out, “How can I honor people who are un-honorable?”  How can I honor someone who never once honored me?”  Many people go around living in the past with the attitude that they will never be happy, normal, functioning members of society because of problems at home when they were children.  What is God asking of you this morning?  Is He asking you to put on a mask and pretend it never happened?

No, He is not!  He knows how sorry your parents were.  But He’s here this morning to ask you to take this step toward honoring your parents by forgiving them.  Give up your right to hold bitterness and a desire for revenge.  Give up your right always to think of them with contempt.  Then ask God to begin using you as a channel for His love.  You can’t create love in your own heart.  God is the source of love.  Ask him simply to pour His love for them into your heart.  And over time, as you continually make the choice to forgive, you’ll sense an attitude change in your heart.  Then you’ll truly be honoring your parents.
