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It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
Heb 6:1-8

Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God, instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.  And God permitting, we will do so. 

It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age, if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace. 

Land that drinks in the rain often falling on it and that produces a crop useful to those for whom it is farmed receives the blessing of God.  But land that produces thorns and thistles is worthless and is in danger of being cursed.  In the end it will be burned. 

The writer offers some special advice to the Hebrews-that they should grow up from being babes in Christ to becoming spiritually mature in Christ.  He offers to help them in their spiritual progress and says, “Let us go on.”  Christians must learn all about the doctrines of Christ.  They shouldn’t lose them or detest them or forget them.  They should put them in their hearts as the foundation of their salvation and continue and build upon them.  The writer resolves to put strong meat in front of the Hebrews when he knew they were but babes:

Some of them were weak and others had grown spiritually.  As grown Christians must be willing to hear the truths preached to the weak, so the weak must be willing to hear the more difficult and mysterious truths preached to the strong.  He hoped they would be growing spiritually and be able to digest stronger meat.

The writer mentions several doctrines which should be built upon; neither his time nor theirs should be spent in laying these foundations over and over again:
1. Repentance from acts that lead to death, that is, conversion and regeneration, repentance from a spiritually dead state.  Take care not to return to sin again for then you must have the foundation to lay again.

2. Faith in God, a firm belief of the existence of God, of his nature, attributes, the trinity, the whole mind and will of God as revealed in his Word, particularly what relates to the Lord Jesus Christ.  We must by faith study about these things and apply all of them to ourselves.  Repentance from acts that lead to death and faith in God are connected and always go together.  One cannot live without the other.

3. Instruction about baptisms, that is, of being baptized with water, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, as the sign or seal of the covenant of grace.  And the doctrine of an inward baptism of the Spirit for justification, and the graces of the Spirit for sanctification.  This ordinance of baptism is a foundation to be rightly laid, and daily remembered, but not repeated.

4. Laying on of hands: This passing from incomplete to complete church membership was performed by laying on of hands in the early church.  By this may be meant ordination of persons to the office of deacon or elder or pastor and this is to be done but once.

5. The resurrection of the dead, that is, of dead bodies; and their re-union with their souls according to their state was towards God when they died, and the course of life they led in this world.

6. Eternal judgment, determining the eternal state of the soul of every person.

These are the great doctrines which pastors should clearly and convincingly explain.  In these, the people should be well taught, and from these they must never depart; without these, the other doctrines have no foundation to support them.

The Bible says that Christians remain babes in Christ because they continue to live in the world.  Because of the business of their lives, they find little or no time during the week for God or for His Word.  Then, they come on Sunday morning for the worship service and receive a couple of hours of it.  If that is your routine, then you will remain a babe in Christ and never understand or enjoy the excitement of a Spirit-filled life.
1. He shows how far persons may go in their religion, and, after all is said and done, fall away, and perish forever.
(1.) They may be enlightened, that is, to understand theology and be illuminated, of which persons may have a great deal, and yet come short of heaven.
(2.) They may have tasted the heavenly gift, feel something of the calling of the Holy Spirit, causing them to taste something of religion, and yet be like persons in the grocery store, who taste new products, and leave it.  Persons may taste Christianity, and seem to like it, if they could only have it upon easier terms than denying themselves, and taking up their cross, and following Christ.

(3.) They may have shared in the Holy Ghost, that is, of his extraordinary and miraculous gifts; they may have cast out devils in the name of Christ, and done many other great works.  Yet Jesus may say, “Away from Me!  I never knew you!”
(4.) They may tasted the goodness of the Word of God; they may have some understanding of the gospel, may hear the Word and seem pleased with it, may remember much of it, and talk about it, and yet never have it dwelling richly in them.

(5.) They may have tasted of the powers of the coming age; they may have thought about going to heaven, and dread of going to hell.  They may go that far, and yet reject it all.

[1.] These things are spoken here of those who may fall away; yet it is not said here that they were truly converted, or that they were justified.

[2.] This is no proof of the loss of salvation of true saints.  Christians may fall frequently, but they will not totally or finally fall from God; the purpose and the power of God, the purchase and the prayer of Christ, the promise of the gospel, the everlasting covenant that God has made with them, the indwelling of the Spirit, these are their security. 
But the tree that does not have these roots will not stand.  The writer describes the dreadful case of them as they fall away after having been so close to accepting Christ as their Savior.

(1.) It is crucifying the Son of God all over again and putting him to open shame.  They pour the greatest distaste on the Son of God, and upon God himself, who wants us to revere His Son, and honor him as they honor the Father.  To them, Christ and Christianity are shameful.
 (2.) The great misery of sinners.

[1.] It is impossible to renew them again unto repentance.  Very few instances can be given of those who have gone so far and fallen away, and yet ever have been brought to true repentance.  God can renew them to repentance, but he seldom does it; and with men, it is impossible.
Their misery is like the ground that after much cultivation brings forth nothing but briers and thorns; and is to be cursed, and is to be burned.  To give this the greater force here is observed the difference that there is between the good ground and the bad, that these contraries, being set one over against the other, illustrate each other.  First, here is a description of the good ground: It drinks the rain that comes often upon it.  Believers do not only taste of the Word of God, but they drink it in; and this good ground brings forth fruit answerable to the cost laid out, for the honor of Christ and the comfort of his faithful ministers, who are, under Christ, dressers of the ground.  And this field or garden receives the blessing.  God declares fruitful Christians blessed, and all wise and good men account them blessed: they are blessed with increase of grace, and with further establishment and glory at last.  Secondly, it is a different case for the bad ground: It bears briers and thorns; it is not only barren of good fruit, but fruitful of bad, briers and thorns, fruitful in sin and wickedness, which are troublesome and hurtful to all about them, and will be most so to sinners themselves at last; and then the ground is rejected.  God will concern himself no more about such wicked sinners; he will leave them alone, and cast them out of his care; he will command the clouds that they rain no more upon them.  There is a dreadful curse hanging over it.  Lastly, it is to be burned.  Sinners will be punished with everlasting burnings, the fire that will never be quenched.  This is the sad end to which sinning leads.

But Christians should go on and grow in grace and enjoy the abundant life now and enjoy the fruit of the Spirit.
