Wash Me Whiter than Snow
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"Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.”  -Ps 51:7.

A Christian’s life story can typically be shown on just three pages of a book.  Maybe you have heard of a little book that an old preacher used constantly to study, and when his friends wondered what was in the book, he told them that he hoped they would know and understand it, but that there wasn’t a single word written in it.  When they looked at it, they found that it had only three pages; the first was black, the second was red, and the third was pure white.  The old preacher used to gaze at the black page to remind him of his sinful nature, at the red page to remember the precious blood of Christ, and at the white page to picture the perfect righteousness which God has given to believers through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  I want you to read this book this morning.

First, LET’S LOOK AT THE BLACK PAGE.

This is referenced in our text, because the person who used this prayer said, "Wash me," so he was black, and needed to be washed; and his blackness was of such a kind that he needed a miracle to clean himself so he could become white, so white that he would be "whiter than snow."

If we look at the life of David when he wrote this verse, we see that he was very black.  He had committed the horrible sin of adultery, which is so shameful that we can hardly imagine him committing it.  It was a sin that causes a lot of unhappiness to others besides the person who commits it.  It is a sin which cannot be undone.  It is a crime against God and man, and the one who committed it needs to be washed.

But David's sin was even greater because of the circumstances in which he was placed.  He was like the owner of a large flock of sheep who had no need to take his neighbor's one lamb when he had so many of his own.  The sin in his case was inexcusable because he knew how evil it was.  He was a man who had taken delight in God's law, meditating on it day and night.  He was familiar with the seventh commandment which forbid that sin.  So when he sinned this way, he sinned not by mistake, but knowing what the consequences would be.  It was willful wickedness on David's part.
Not only did he know the nature of the sin, but he also knew about the joy of communion with God.  He must have had a clear sense of what it must have meant for him to lose this joy.  His fellowship with God had been so close that he was called "a man after God's own heart."  How he sung of his delight in the Lord.  You know that when you want to praise the Lord with your whole heart, you can’t find a better expression than David’s in his Psalms.  He was only a shepherd and God took him from feeding his father's flock and made him king over Israel.  The Lord also delivered him from the lion and the bear and enabled him to throw a rock to kill Goliath.  God helped him escape from Saul who hunted him for years.  The Lord preserved him from all of this and then put him on the throne; yet, after all these deliverances and mercies, this man, so highly favored by God, fell into this horrible sin.

Then David committed a horrible sin against Uriah.  If you read through the lists of David's mighty men, you will find the name of Uriah the Hittite.  He had been with David when he was chased by Saul.  He had accompanied David everywhere and had shared his hardships.  It was shameful of the king when he took the wife of his faithful follower Uriah who was at that very moment fighting against David’s enemies.  I don’t know where we have a record of a worse sin committed by someone who was a true child of God.  So David had good reason to pray to the Lord, "Wash me," because he was indeed black with a special blackness.

But now, turning from David, let us look at our own blackness before God.  Is there not some peculiar blackness about your case as a sinner before God?  I can’t picture it, but I ask you to think about it.  Maybe you are the child of Christian parents, or it may be you have been in some way especially favored by God.  Yet you have sinned against Him, sinned against your mother's tears, your father's prayers, and a pastor's warnings.  You were very sick once and thought you were going to die, but the Lord spared your life and restored you, yet you went back to your sin as the dog returns to his vomit.  Maybe a sense of guilt scared you so that you could not enjoy it, but you couldn’t break away from it.  During Sunday morning worship, you heard warnings and you went home again and again determined to change, but your determination soon went away leaving you more hardened than ever.  It was sin, not so much against your conscience, but you were treading under foot of the Son of God, counting the blood of the covenant as nothing, and doing it despite the Spirit’s pleading.

Let me urge you to study it carefully and to try to see the blackness of your hearts and the depravity of your lives.  Do not be afraid to look at your sins.  Don’t shut your eyes to them because if you hide from them, it may be your ruin.  Look at your sins until they drive you to despair.  The more God enables you to see your sin, the more eager will you be to come to Christ.  I urge you to take an honest look at your heart and life’s own blackness because that will cause you to pray as David did, "Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow".  You will find too much sin within you as the Holy Spirit enables you to see yourself as you really are.

But now let’s turn to the second page, THE BLOOD-RED PAGE OF THE WORDLESS BOOK, which brings us to the precious blood of Christ.

When you cry, "Wash me," there has to be some place where you can be washed "whiter than snow.”  There is nothing but the blood of Jesus that can wash out the stain of sin.  What is there about Jesus Christ that makes him able to save all who come to him?  This is what Christians ought to think about.  Try to understand the greatness of the atonement.
Know that Christ's blood was shed for you.  Never be satisfied until you know the love of Christ, which passes knowledge".  The power of Jesus Christ to cleanse your sins lies in the greatness of Jesus.  It is not possible that the sufferings of any man, however holy or great he might be, could make atonement for the sins of the whole multitude.  It is because Jesus Christ is one of the three persons of the Trinity.  It was because He is none other than the Son of God.  It is because the one who lived, and labored, and suffered, and died was the Creator, that His blood can wash the blackest sinners so clean that they are "whiter than snow.”  The death of the best man who ever lived could not make an atonement for his own sins, much less than the guilt of others.  But when God Himself "took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men", and "humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross", no limit can be set on the value of the atonement that He made.  The only limit to his atonement is in its design, and that is that Christ will give eternal life to those who believe in Him.  There is enough power in his blood to cleanse everyone from every sin that mankind has ever committed.

But the power of His cleansing blood must also lie in His sufferings.  Never was there another case like that of Jesus.  In his physical sufferings, there may have been some who have endured as much as he did, but there was an element in his sufferings that was never present in any other case.  His mental sufferings also consisted a very important part of the atonement, the sufferings of his soul.  If you can understand the bitterness of his betrayal by Judas, and of his desertion by all his disciples, if you could realize what it was for Him, who had no sin, to be made sin for us, and to have laid upon him the sin of us all, if you can picture how he hated sin, you can form some idea of what His pure nature must have suffered.  But the worst of his sufferings must have been when His Father's wrath was poured upon him as he bore what we deserve to bear.

For His Father to have to hide His face from Him so that he cried in agony, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" must have been a hell to Him.  This was the wrath which our Savior drank for us so that our cup would not have one drop of wrath in it.  It was a great atonement that was purchased a great price.

We may think of Christ's atonement in another way.  It was an atonement that could bring multitudes of sinners to heaven saving them from the second death and transforming them into saints.  It was an atonement which is yet to bring innumerable sinners into the faith.  It is so great an atonement that if you trust in it, you will be saved by it no matter how many or great your sins are.  Are you afraid that the blood of Christ is not powerful enough to cleanse you?  Do you doubt that his atonement can bear the weight of such a sinner as you are?  You may realize how terrible your sins are, but at the same time, you should also realize that Jesus Christ is not only able to bear the weight of your sins, but He can also carry the sins of all who believe in him to the end of time.  He has carried them away where they are not remembered.  Even you, black as you are, may pray with David, "Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow".

This brings me to THE WHITE PAGE OF THE BOOK, which is just as full of instruction as either the black page or the red one: "Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow".

What a beautiful sight it was two weeks ago when we looked out and saw the ground all covered with ice!  The trees were all robed in silver.  Imagine those people who live in the northeast with 8-10 feet of snow.  If they were to take a piece of white paper and lay it down on the snow, it would have seemed dingy compared to the snow.  You, black sinner, if you believe in Jesus, shall not only be washed in his precious blood until you become clean, but you will be made "whiter than snow.”  When you look at the pure whiteness of the snow, it seems as though there could be nothing whiter.  Yet the sinner, black through sin, when brought under the cleansing power of the blood of Jesus, becomes "whiter than snow."

How can a sinner be made "whiter than snow"?  Well, there is a permanence about the whiteness of a blood-washed sinner which there is not about the snow.  The snow that fell this morning may look yellow tomorrow even though it hasn’t been walked on.  But there is no fear that the whiteness which God gives to a sinner will ever leave him; the robe of Christ's righteousness which is cast around him is permanently white.

It is always "whiter than snow."  Some of you have to live down dusty roads, but the dust and the grime can’t discolor the spotless robe of Christ's righteousness.  You are stained with sin; but when you stand before God, clothed in the righteousness of Christ, the stains of sin are all gone.  He was black when he prayed the prayer in Psalms, but clothed in the righteousness of Christ he was white and clean.  The believer in Christ is as pure in God's sight at one time as he is at another.
Maybe you came this morning black as night through sin; but if you trust in Jesus, his precious blood will cleanse you so completely that you will be "whiter than snow."  God's gift of eternal life is given in a moment.  As soon as you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, you are born of God, you have passed from death unto life, you are saved, and saved to all eternity.  The act of faith is a very simple thing, but it is the most powerful act that a man can perform.
There may be someone here this morning who is afraid to think that Christ will save him.  Do Jesus the honor to believe that there are no depths of sin into which you may have gone which are beyond his reach.  Believe that there is no sin that is too black to be washed away by the precious blood of Christ.  "By grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God"?  God's gifts are like Himself, immeasurably great.  So call on the Lord with your great sins and ask to be washed in the great fountain filled with the blood of the great sacrifice, and you will have the great salvation from Christ and be washed “whiter than snow”.
